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New Red Zone Clear Gel. 


GN NOUS ee 


SportingNews 


THIS 
WEEK 


> NBA 

12 Everybody loves Elton 

The Clippers’ Elton Brand has 
been the NBA‘s loveable loser the 
past six years—but that /oser tag 
has to go. By Sean Deveney 


> BASEBALL 


16 Rock on 


Genius or overrated? If former 
Braves pitching coach Leo 
Mazzone turns around the inferior 
Orioles’ staff, the debate will be 
over. By Dave Sheinin 


> NHL 
20 Fanning the fire 


On-ice action will get hot as the 
NHL season resumes, and five 
teams pack a little extra sizzle. 
By Kara Yorio 


> NASCAR 


22 The field: 2006 


There are a lot of driver changes 
this year. Any wiseguy could tell 
you that, but pictures and driver 
information for the top 35 cars will 
help you keep track of them all. 


> NFL 

26 Who wants to be a millionaire? 
t Welcome to the NFUs free-agent 

extravaganza, where players aim 

for big jackpots from teams trying 

to get rich, too. By Vinnie lyer 


COVER: BY ROBERT SEALE; SPECIAL THANKS TO JEFF LOSNER, CORPORATE AIR CHARTERS, 


MIAMI, FOR THE USE OF JERRY BRUCKHEIMER'S GULFSTREAM G4 


Send your editorial comments or complaints 
to Senior VP/Editorial Director John Rawlings 
at jrawlings @ sportingnews.com. 
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KNOW IT ALL 


To Know List The conference tourneys 
will separate the NCAA Tournament men 
from the boys on the bubble. 

On Deck Sneak a peek at the week 
ahead. Plus, Bob Hille’s Starting 5. 
Sports Talk with ... Josh Duhamel, 
former Minot State QB and star of NBC's 
Las Vegas. Plus, Exposure. 

Your Turn Readers like you rant, rave 
and express their freedom of speech. 


10 What’s the Deal with ... the NAIA 


basketball tournament? 


16 


Better keep those 
shades handy, Leo— 
the spotlight aimed 

at you won't disappear 
during the season. 
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That guy they picked for the Monday 
Night Football booth? | know him. 
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College hoops’ home stretch 


The regular season ends this weekend for major Division I programs but will be followed 
by conference tournaments that give NCAA Tournament selection committee members a 
lot more information to consider in a short amount of time. } 

The ACC’s middle class. The problem for this league is its 
lack of pushovers. Only one of the 12 teams has an overall 
losing record, which makes it tough for teams such as Miami, 
Florida State and Maryland to compile NCAA Tournament- 
worthy records. If any of them does damage in the ACC 
tournament, there’s still a chance for an at-large bid. 

Who won’t be in NYC? The Big East is choosing to leave out 
four members instead of forcing its top teams to play four 
games to win its tournament. Once you've embraced the illogic 
of a 16-team league, that’s the only reasonable option. But it 
means Louisville, Notre Dame and St. John’s are among six 
teams scrambling for three vacancies on the Big East’s bracket. 

Texas’ pursuit of a No. 1. The Longhorns’ advantage over 
Memphis for the final top NCAA seed—Duke, Connecticut and 
Villanova are firmly established—is their victory over the 
Tigers at FedEx Forum in early January. The Tigers’ edge is 
playing their tourney at FedEx against their subjects in 
Conference USA. If the Longhorns win the Big 12 tournament, 
they’re a No. 1. 

Automatic hunger. Stanford, Air Force and Temple have the 
ability to win their conference tournaments. And they probably 
need to do that to enjoy Selection Sunday. —Mike DeCourcy 


MARK WEBER / AP 


Memphis and Texas are wrestling 
for the last available No. 1 seed. 


NATHAN PAPES / MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICE 


Hasek’s and Jagr’s pain 
could be East foes’ gain 


Although changes already are being discussed for the 2010 Winter 
Olympics in Vancouver that would mean fewer hockey games and more 
recovery time for the NHL's players, assessing the damage from the 2006 
Torino Games has just begun. (See our NHL second half preview on page 20.) 
Senators goaltender Dominik Hasek and Rangers winger Jaromir Jagr left 
Torino with groin injuries. Although Jagr hopes that he will not miss any 
games, Hasek, who has a history of serious groin injuries, has no 
timetable to return to the ice. These are key players on two of the Eastern 
Conference's best teams. The Rangers won’t continue their unexpected 
run toward home-ice advantage in the playoffs if Jagr is not healthy. The 
Senators have a ton of offense but cannot be expected to withstand the 
push from the rest of the conference with backup Ray Emery in goal. 

The Olympics gave hockey fans some great games but gave some 
NHL teams’ fans—particularly those in Ottawa—reason to be very 
concerned. —Kara Yorio 


GENE J. PUSKAR / AP 


Jagr looked awfully ginger 
coming off the ice in Turino. 


Dolphins RB Williams ‘intrigued’ by 2010 Olympic halfpipe challenge >> 91% of Winter Olympians officially unrecognizable again, USOC reports 
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Here’s 

your 
reason to watch 
Idol, tough guy 


It doesn’t seem fair that 
some people end up really, 
really good at more than one 
thing, but fair or not, this 
season of American Idol is 
Exhibit A that it happens. Take 
17-year-old Ayla Brown. Not 
only is she a better singer than 
tens of thousands of other 
would-be performers, she’s 
heading to Boston College in 
the fall on a basketball 
scholarship. The 6-0 Brown was 
Massachusetts’ 2005 Gatorade 
Player of the Year and is one of 
just 22 female ballers in state 
history to score at least 2,000 
points in her career. 

Brown isn’t the only athlete 
of the /do/ bunch. Finalist Becky 
O'Donohue, who was eliminated 
last week, played basketball for 
four years at Niagara. Other 
finalists include Heather Cox, a 
former track and field 
competitor, and Brenna 
Gethers, a black belt in karate. 

—Tricia Garner 


JVILES / FOX 


finger roll? 


NBC prez pledges to pump remaining billions into Hudson River 


Bloom 
bounces back 


Jeremy Bloom didn’t win Olympic gold, 
but NFL scouts thought he was worth his 
weight in gold at the Combine in J 
Indianapolis. 

Bloom impressed the NFL by 
running a 4.49 40-yard dash 
Sunday, 11 days after 
finishing sixth in the moguls 
competition in Torino. Imagine 
what the kick returner-receiver 
from Colorado might do after he 
gets the opportunity to train. 

Bloom, who hasn't played football 

in two seasons, will run again for 
scouts April 1 in Los Angeles. By that 
time, Bloom could weigh quite a bit 
more than the 173 he checked in at 
last week. The 5-9 Bloom says he had 
to starve himself to reach his ideal 
skiing weight. 

“!’'m coming in at a good time, with 
people open to the possibility of having a 5-9, 
5-10 Santana Moss type of guy,” Bloom says. 
For more from NFL Insider Dan Pompei on 
small receivers, see page 40. 


MICHAEL CONROY / AP 


YOU HEARD IT HERE 


‘Cedrick Wilson will 
become the 
Steelers’ starting 
split end, and that’s 
not a bad thing.’ 


—AFC North free agents preview, 
page 33 


ver Conga 


Got a spare $4K laying around? It'll 
buy you the biggest sports book mankind has ever 
seen—the 20 inch-by-20 inch, 90-pound, 950-page 
photo collection Super Bow! XL Opus, available at 
krakenopus.com or nfl.com. A copy signed by all 
34 living Super Bowl MVPs bumps the price to a 
modest $40,000. (Delivery truck not included.) 
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ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


ESPN announces Knight School spinoff; Knight Court to star Steve Alford, Isiah Thomas, Harry Anderson 
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The week ahead in sports 


THIS | GOTTA SEE All times Eastern 


SAT 4 


North Carolina at Duke (9 p.m. 
ESPN). You can’t beat the rivalry, 
though it’s no sure thing the 
game will deliver. For a 
guaranteed thrill ride, pop on 
ESPN Classic earlier in the day; 
a six-hour block of Heels-Devils 
memories starts at 2:30 p.m. 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


SUN 5 


Puerto Rico vs. the Mets 

(2 p.m., ESPN) at Port St. Lucie, 
Fla. It’s a prelude to the World 
Baseball Classic. And for Team 
Puerto Rico mates Carlos 
Beltran and Carlos Delgado, it’s 
a prelude to a whole lot of 
teams’ hammering the Mets’ 
pitching. 


iN 


MON 6 ss 


a J 


ey, 


In the premiere of the reality show Pros vs. Joes (10 p.m., Spike), some poor 

‘ schlubs off the street will try to cover Jerry Rice on pass plays. Come to think of it, 
now that Rice is a sissy ballroom dancer, a good, hard jam at the line of 
scrimmage ought to do it. 


TUE 7 


Phoenix will be rocking for U.S. vs. Mexico 
(4 p.m., ESPN2) in a World Baseball 
Classic first-rounder. Unfortunately, neither 
Barry Bonds nor Nomar Garciaparra shall 
tise from the ashes. 

@ Real Sports With Bryant Gumbel 
(10 p.m., HBO). Indians reliever Danny 
Graves—the son of an American 
serviceman and a Vietnamese woman and 
the big leagues’ only player born in 
Vietnam—takes you along on his first visit 
to his homeland since his family fled from 
there more than 30 years ago. 


WED 8 


If you're like me, you can’t watch 
another poker rerun. At last, the 
World Poker Tour makes its 
2006 debut (9 p.m., Travel) from 
the Mirage in Las Vegas. 


THU 9 


Spurs at Suns (10:30 p.m., 
TNT). Will the season's second 
half belong to Tim Duncan? He'd 
better crank it way up if it’s going 
to happen. 


FRI 10 


Big East Tournament 
semifinals (7 p.m. and 9 p.m., 
ESPN). Somebody always crashes 
the favorites’ party at Madison 
Square Garden. You want to be 
around when that happens, don’t 
you? —Steve Greenberg 


Native son Graves teaches a Vietnamese 
player a thing or two about pitching. 


ities. =a 


In the March 17 issue 


COMING AT YOU)» =o 


It seems like just yesterday ... 0K, so we're 
old—120 years old. But, what the heck, we're still feeling pretty 
good. And we'll prove it on this special TSN anniversary with a 
feature package that includes the 120 coolest numbers in 
sports, the top sports story of every decade, the best sports 
inventions through the years and—because we can, y'know, see 
the future and all (have we mentioned that before?)—our 
predictions for the next 120 years. 


@ Get mad for March with our 24-page Selection Sunday preview. 
@ Meet Michael Huff, who could be the next great NFL safety. 
@ Is Juan Pierre the leadoff man the Cubs have needed for, well, 


pretty much forever? 
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Barry 

Bonds. I'm 

hoping that 
eventually he'll be 
more clear about his 
retirement plans 
because, frankly, if 
this is his last 
season, the guy 
deserves a 
good-riddance tour. 


The Knicks. 
You gotta give 
‘em this: 


They're proof that 
the words disaster 
management aren't 
just for FEMA 
anymore. 


March 

Madness. 

My alma 
mater's chances of 
getting an NCAA bid 
are really thin, 
between slim and 
none. Picture Adam 
Morrison’s mustache 
trying to get a bid. 


Spring 
football. 
It's a time for 


sorting out the 
two-deeps— 
everywhere except 
at USC and Texas, 
where they're busy 
sorting out their 
too-deeps. 


NFL 
prospects. 
Poor Hal in 


accounting. He’s a 
draftnik wannabe. 
The other day | 
asked him where 
he’s got Haloti 
Ngata, and he said, 
“| don’t since | 
started using Gold 
Bond Medicated 
Cream? 


GENTLEMEN, 
CHECK YOUR SKIRTS AT THE DOOR. 


| VS] : 
~ Austin Nichols 


KENTUCKY STRAIGHT 


BOURBON 
WHISKEY 


| Reale Renrtucksp 
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Bottled at a higher proof to retain the flavor and the characteristics of true Bourbon. 
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KENTUCKY STRAIGHT 
BOURBON 
WHISKEY 


WILD TURKEY® Kentucky Straight Bourbon Wh 
Uncompror 


iskey 


y. 50.5% Alc./Vol. ( Proof). Austin, Nichols Distilling Co., Lawrenceburg 
nising people drink responsibly and remember, never drink and drive 
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winning the competition, but 
right after that, he went and did 
That '70s Show, and it took me 
like five years to get 
anything going. 
TSN: So should 


Sports tall win Josh Duhamel 


Former quarterback at Minot (N.D.) State, model, star of NBC's Las Vegas 


TSN: You a sports fan? 
DUHAMEL: I'm a sports junkie. once. Just once! He 
TSN: What's your favorite can damn near fly. 

sport? TSN: | heard a 
DUHAMEL: Football, rumor you once 

definitely. | like basketball, and | competed in a 

love golf and stuff like that, but | modeling walk-off with 

get childlike in the fall when Ashton Kutcher. 

football season starts. | just love DUHAMEL: A 

it. I've been a Cowboys fan since | what? 

| was a kid, so they're my first TSN: A modeling 

favorite team. And | grew up in walkoff. 

North Dakota, so everybody sort DUHAMEL: 0h, God. That's 

of cheers for the Vikings, too. actually true. Embarrassing but 
TSN: If you could trade places true. We've all got to start any competitive event, what 

with any athlete for a day, who somewhere, right? would it be? 

would it be? TSN: Did you win? | DUHAMEL: Super Bowl. 
DUHAMEL: Id like to be DUHAMEL: | actually did.He | Super Bowl MVP It’s as big as it 

Reggie Bush. I'd like to be able won in the long run. ! ended up | gets. —Tricia Garner 
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HOW'D WE DO THAT? ar Robert Seale 


ONLINE General Manager, Fantasy Sports; Jeff Gerttula 
The plane truth 


Executive Producer: Beth Jatcko Producer: Matt Judkins 
The seed for the cover shoot for our NFL 


considered a 
competitive event? 
DUHAMEL: Oh, | 
hope not. But they 
could actually air 
that instead of figure 
skating. They could 
air it opposite the 
Super Bowl or something. Maybe 
it would get pretty good ratings. 
TSN: If you could be MVP of 


Programmer: Frank Gallion, Ben Paulsen, Mark Rosenthal- 
Ayres Art Director: James Thompson Web Developer: 
Aaron Ellis 
RESEARCH CENTER Senior Managing Editor: Steve 

free agents preview was planted during a 
conversation between staff photographer 
Robert Seale and creative director Bill 
Wilson. Edgerrin James would be 
photographed near a sleek, high-end 
private jet ready to take off to a new city. 

Seale and his assistant, Cy Cyr, arrived 
several hours early at Opa Locka Airport to 
prepare for James’ arrival. Corporate Air 
Charters of Miami had set them up with a 
Cessna Citation V for the background. The 
photographers set up their 
lights and waited for sunset. 
But then .., 

“As we sat on the tarmac 
and watched the jets come 
and go, it became apparent 
that we had a serious case of 
jet envy,” Seale says. “About 
an hour before James was due 
to arrive, the slickest silver 
Gulfstream IV pulled up.” 

The plane’s owner: movie 
and television producer Jerry 
Bruckheimer. 

Bruckheimer was gone ina 


— 
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get James into his workout gear. 
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We're not sure yet where James is going to 
land. —Steve Greenberg 
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SLOG ON 


From your blogs on sportinignews.com 


@ I've been a Knicks fan for all 
22 years of my life and hate the 
fact that my team is going into 
the toilet because Isiah is playing 
fantasy basketball in real life. 
There's no doubt this team is 
more talented with Francis, but 
it's just another guy who plays on 
one side of the court. The plan is 
to rebuild—that’s what we keep 
hearing. Seriously, Knicks fans: 
There is no plan. —Skifer27000 
via SportingNews.com 


| think you are so used to the 
Yankees having great offseasons 
that you gave them four stars out 
of habit (TSN, February 24). You 
really think the missing piece is a 
leadoff man with no arm in 
Johnny Damon? —Beah Zonah, 
Peoria, Ill. 


@ | thought Wade Boggs and 


Who’s your guy: 
J.J. Redick or 
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TURN 


Isiah Thomas is trying to kill Larry Brown. I'm serious. He's trying to give 
Larry a heart attack. Stephon Marbury and Steve Francis is the worst 
pairing since Flavor Flav and Brigitte Nielsen. —lakerkev via SportingNews.com 


As if trying to get through to Marbury 


weren’t enough, now Brown has 
another shot-happy point guard. 


Roger Clemens were bad enough, 
but seeing Johnny Damon wearing 
a New York Yankees uniform is 

like seeing Pamela Anderson 
wearing a white wedding dress: 

a disgrace and a joke. —Jeff Nish, 
Lansdale, Pa. 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


@ Barry Bonds is not 
going to retire after this 
season. He will stay on to 
break the home run record. 
That is all he has to hold 
on for. His team sucks, so 
he has to do something to 
help his legacy and to get 
over the steroids thing. It 
sure isn’t going to be a 
heartwarming World Series 
story. —scottsmithacura 
via SportingNews.com 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


@ | can live with JJ. 

Redick's winning Player of 

the Year (TSN, March 3) 
because of his ACC affiliation, the 
scoring records he’s breaking and 
the fact he’s a senior. No 
problem. What makes me mad 
are a few media knuckleheads 
who suggest that Adam Morrison 
wouldn't be doing what he’s doing 
if he played in the ACC. Tell that to 
NBA scouts. —greenbook via 
SportingNews.com 


@ Jermaine O'Neal sat on the 
bench for four full seasons with 
the Blazers. Now he is an All-Star. 
| am definitely not a Darko Milicic 
fan (TSN, March 3), but a move to 
Orlando will take off some of the 
pressure. | think Darko will 
blossom in Orlando. —aharon24 
via SportingNews.com 


RE: 
Posted by dukenola 

There are some who feel a 
conspiracy exists when Duke plays. 
If they are correct, then we are 
watching more than just refs 
making bad calls—we are watching 
a fake product. It is, in essence, no 
different from the WWE. Frankly, | 
believe this stance to be a bit 
extreme. Just as no Duke fan 
should say that Duke never 
receives beneficial calls, no Duke 
hater should say that every game is 
fixed. My question is this: What 
team hasn't benefited from a bad 
call? Or a poorly officiated game, 
for that matter? 


RE: 
Posted by SirNick7a2 

| would just like to congratulate 
Michigan's basketball team for 
shocking the hell out of me. | had 
my hopes down after the recent 
slump against Ohio State and 
lowa. Then they came out playing 
all good, setting things up for a 
court rush (too bad it’s illegal at 
Crisler). 


RE: 
Posted by str8change 

Drew Brees is not an AJ. Smith 
guy. A couple years ago, A.J. was 
talked into keeping him by Marty 
Schottenheimer, and word is he 
has regretted it ever since. Philip 
Rivers, on the other hand, is an A.J. 
guy. AJ. convinced everyone Rivers 
would be a great QB someday and 
has been champing at the bit to 
get him in the lineup ever since he 
was drafted. 


Real talk from a fan on Sporting News Radio 


is just seeing how far he can 


push the Red Sox. It’s really just all about 
Manny. | don’t think it’s a time issue because 


Manny is in Florida with his expensive 


training regimen. But Manny doesn’t have to 


stay in South Beach to be on the South 


Beach Diet. He can do that training at the 


Red Sox spring training facility.’ 


—Dan in Alabama on the David Stein Show 


SEAN GALLAGHER / TSN 


PN ! 
At SportingNews.com the competition is 
strong. Every member and every league 
is ranked, so you know exactly where you 
stand. Reach the top and you or your 
league could become immortalized in the 
Hall of Champions. 


Finally, a place where you can show the 
world how good you really are. 


e Play Salary Cap and Draft-style games 
¢ Get all the features you expect and more 
e Access in-depth advice, player 
updates, and tools 
e Win cash prizes that make success 
even sweeter 


sportingnews.com/fantasy 
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It’s surprising John Brown University’s Brandon Cole 
had the energy to celebrate his team’s NAIA title last 
year—JBU played five games in six days. 
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adness. If it’s 
March, what 
else are we 
going to be 
talking about? 

But this isn’t NCAA 
hoops. This is the NAIA’s 
version. And even if you 
don’t recognize the 
names of the teams, it’s 
pure college basketball 
Bacchanalia. Early-round 
games tip off just after 
breakfast, then it’s 
wall-to-wall ball— 
sometimes until the wee 
hours of tomorrow. The 
merry-go-round rolls 
again a few hours later. 

It’s like a frenzied 
talent show. One act on 
stage with the next 
warming up in an 
auxiliary gym. 

“Ten minutes between 
games, and you better be 
ready,” says C.M. Newton, 
a Naismith Hall of Fame 
member who brought his 
Transylvania (Ky.) 
College team to the NAIA 
tournament in 1963 
before he moved on to 


basketball 


Alabama and Vanderbilt. 

That was then, and this 
is, well, pretty much the 
same tournament. 

Today's National 
Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
schools are mostly small 
and often affiliated with 
religions. They're in 
places as large as 
Houston (Houston 
Baptist) and as small as 
Pippa Passes, Ky. (Alice 
Lloyd College). 

From March 15-21, the 
best of the NAIA’s 
Division I will play at 
Municipal Auditorium in 
Kansas City, continuing 
college basketball's 
longest-running 
tournament. The event 
was launched in 1937 
with the help of James 
Naismith—one year 
before the inaugural NIT 
and two years before the 
NCAA Tournament’s 
debut. 

The entire event is 
played on one court, so 
it’s hoops morning, noon 


Throw 32 teams in the same building and see which is the last one standing 
at the end of a weeklong frenzy By Blair Kerkhoff 


and night. The 
tournament has changed 
sites in Kansas City and 
moved to Tulsa, Okla., 
but now it’s back to its 
original setting, 
Municipal Auditorium. 

Once upon a time, 
NBA scouts showed up 
to see such players as 
Earl “the Pearl” Monroe 
(Winston-Salem State), 
Willis Reed (Grambling) 
and Dennis Rodman 
(Southeastern 
Oklahoma). 

“We'd stay at the 
little hotel that was 
connected by a tunnel,” 
NBA scouting director 
Marty Blake says. “We'd 
put our coats on over our 
pajamas, grab a cup of 
coffee, stuff our pockets 
with corned beef 
sandwiches we made the 
night before and head 
over.” 

No future NBA stars 
are likely to take the floor 
this year, but a few scouts 
will show up, coffee in 
hand. 


During the first three days of the tournament, tipoff times are in increments 
of 1 hour, 45 minutes. That can’t happen in major college basketball, but it’s not 
a problem in the TV timeout-free world of the NAIA. Television timeouts don’t 
become an issue until the March 21 championship game, when College Sports 
Television (CSTV) arrives. 

Teams that reach the title game and have played a first-round game on the 
second day will have played five games in six days. That was the path traveled 
by last year’s champion, John Brown University of Arkansas. 

Paul Westphal coached Grand Canyon to the 1988 title, and his team played 
three straight days of games that tipped off after midnight. Says Westphal: “All 
you think about when you get a day off is sleep.” 
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Mountain State of Beckley, W.Va., finished second in 
2003, won the title in 2004 and has spent much of this 
ial season at No. 1 in the NAIA poll. The school averages 
nearly 100 points a game. 


A year ago, former McDonald's All-American Carlos 
Hurt led Robert Morris College of Illinois to the 
semifinals. Hurt is gone, but the Eagles remain strong 
title contenders. 

Azusa Pacific, last year’s runner-up, plus Oklahoma 
City and LSU-Shreveport also are among this season's 
top teams. 


NAIA 
NAIA 


Tennessee A&I was the first black school to qualify for 
the NAIA. A&l won three straight titles in the 1950s 
under McLendon. 


The recent feature film Glory Road celebrated the 
breakthrough triumph of Texas Western’s all-black 
starting lineup against all-white Kentucky in the 1966 
NCAA title game. Social barriers had fallen at the NAIA 
tournament nearly two decades earlier. 

John Wooden—yes, that John Wooden—wouldn’t 
bring Indiana State to Kansas City in 1948 until 
tournament officials assured him the entire roster was 
welcome, including Clarence Walker, a black player. 

Hall of Fame coach John McLendon saw no reason 
why black colleges shouldn’t compete in national 
tournaments. When the NCAA turned down his 
request, McLendon petitioned the NAIA tourney to 
include black schools; Tennessee A&I became the first 
black college to qualify in 1953. A year later, McLendon 
took over at A&l, and he led the school to three 
straight titles starting in 1957. 

The NAIA has been considered the championship of 
small colleges, and the roll call of champions has a 
familiar ring: Louisville, San Diego State, Southwest 
Missouri State, Indiana State. Their programs became 
more ambitious, and they moved up. 

Today, there’s Carroll (Mont.), Trevecca Nazarene 
(Tenn.) and Voorhees (S.C.) looking to reach Kansas 
City, play during breakfast, battle for a week and have 
the time of their lives. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Before his wild NBA days, Rodman was a 
tattoo-free NAIA standout. 


Mountain State—the Duke 
of the NAIA—will try to get 
back on top this year. 


CHARLI RIEDEL / AP 
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The Clippers’ ELTON BRAND has been 
the NBA‘ lovable loser the past six 
years—but that loser tag has to go 


By Sean Deveney 


o Elton Brand couldn’t find 

his tooth, right? He’s 

looking everywhere, on the 

floor, behind the bench. 

This is a while ago, 1994, 
he’s 15 years old, or about to turn 
15, something like that. A 
freshman, and a starter for 
Peekskill High in New York. 
They’re playing Nyack, and Elton 
takes a shot in the mouth and 
finds himself minus a tooth. He 
comes out of the game, and, well, 
he’s done for the night. Right? 
Uh-uh. He finds the tooth. It’s 
lodged in the roof of his mouth. He 
yanks it out, jams it back into the 
empty socket and goes back on 
the court. Scores 20-plus points. 

Go on, pull up a chair. Listen to 

anyone who has known Elton 
Brand (the above happens to 
come from Peekskill High coach 
Louis Panzanaro) and be prepared 
for an earful of unsolicited, 
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unabashed and dang-near 
unbelievable tales of Elton-love, 
covering all manner of Brand’s 
character. Academically, he 
ranked 16th in his high school 
class, but he still was tough 
enough to play minus some 
dentistry. As an eighth-grader, he’d 
swat away shots from varsity 
players but was so polite he’d 
apologize. He’s ferocious but loves 
his mother, pours time and money 
into helping underprivileged kids 
and, word is, rescues kittens from 
trees as a hobby. 

“Everybody loves Elton 
Brand,” says Delaware coach 
David Henderson, who was an 
assistant at Duke during Brand’s 
two-year tenure at the school. “To 
get a young man like that is a 
blessing. His is a perfect script.” 

Sound like hyperbole? Try this, 
from Panzanaro (who will turn 60 
this year): “I always say, I hope 


Photo by 
Robert Seale / TSN 


someday I can be as mature as 
Elton was when he was 16.” 

Everybody, indeed, loves Elton. 
Especially in Los Angeles, where 
Brand is doing the unthinkable— 
leading the Clippers, who have 
been a lottery team 11 times in 
the past 12 years, into playoff 
contention. Brand has been 
boosted by the veteran backcourt 
of Sam Cassell and Cuttino 
Mobley, who wisely have fed him 
the ball and triggered career-best 
production. He ranks in the 
league’s top 10 in points per game 
(25.5), rebounds per game (10.3), 
field-goal percentage (.524) and 
blocks per game (2.6). 

“I don’t think they’ve done a 
good enough job getting him the 
ball in the past,” Cassell says. 
“He’s a beast down there. You 
love a guy like that.” 

Nine months ago, perhaps the 


only person who didn’t love Elton 
Brand was Elton Brand. For the 
sixth consecutive season, he 
missed the playoffs by a colossal 
margin. In six years with the Bulls 
and Clippers he never had been 
on a .500 team. His career record 
was 163-329, a winning 
percentage of .331. 

“That has been hard on him,” 
says Panzanaro, a father figure to 
Brand (whose father left the 
family when Brand was 2). “He 
would stay upbeat in public, and 
he did not want anyone knowing 
how upset he was. But he would 
call and say, ‘I am not a loser. | 
can’t get used to this.’ ” 

Brand went to coach Mike 
Dunleavy last June and asked him 
what he needed to do to get 
better. Dunleavy told Brand to 
push his game out and quit trying 
to battle bigger players inside. 


Nine months ago, perhaps the only person who 
didn’t love Elton Brand was Elton Brand. 


(Brand is 6-8, small for a power 
forward.) He needed to perfect 
his 15-foot jumper. Most of all, 
Dunleavy told Brand to get into 
top shape. That had been a 
problem—the three previous 
years Brand's offseason was 
interrupted either by a 
commitment to Team USA (2003), 
recovery from knee surgery 
(2004) or both (2002). 

Five times a week last summer, 
he put in eight-hour days in the 
gym. Weights first, then the 
elliptical machine. Plus some 
on-floor cardio followed by 5-on-5 
scrimmages. He closed each day 
by working on the midrange 
jumper and finished when he 
noticed improvement. 

Brand lost nearly 20 pounds. 
“By media day, you could tell,” 
Clippers broadcaster Ralph 
Lawler says. “He showed up and, 
right away, it was clear he’d 
worked on his body. Then, when 
he took the floor, everyone was 
just kind of looking at each other, 
saying, ‘Wow.’ ” 

The wows haven't stopped. 
“When they put Brand into 
pick-and-rolls with Cassell, it’s 
impossible,” one Western 
Conference scout says. “His 
jumper is way better than it used 
to be. And what gets overlooked 
is how much better he is at 
putting the ball on the floor. You 
can give him the ball 25 feet from 
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the basket, and he can 
create a good shot. He 
has improved a lot.” 

Not that he was a 
slouch before. Brand 
entered the season 
with career averages 
of 19.5 points and 
10.4 rebounds per 
game. He hada 
six-year, $82 million 
contract, the richest 
deal ever given a 
Clipper. 

Here was a star 
player seeking advice 
from his coach—a rare 
NBA occasion. But 
Brand is different. 
Panzanaro says Brand 
did the same thing in 
the 10th grade when 
he discovered he was 
not ranked among the 
top 200 prep players. 
Henderson says Brand 
did it at Duke when he 
read that Lamar Odom 
or Steve Francis 
should be the No, 1 
pick in the 1999 draft. 

“Why wouldn't I go 
to my coaches?” 
Brand says. “I did not 
have to swallow my 
pride or put aside my 
ego to do that. 
Understand, I am not 
LeBron James. I am 
6-8. I need help. | want 
to get everything I can 
from my coaches.” 

“That’s the thing 
about Elton,” 
Henderson says. “He 
likes learning. He’s not 
afraid to admit that 
he’s not smarter than 
everyone else. You've 
got to love that.” 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


f you’re going to love Elton 

Brand, you've got to love CAMP, 

Inc., too. That's the learning 

and resource center Brand— 

along with Panzanaro and 
Brand’s mother, Daisy—set up in 
his hometown of Peekskill. It's a 
hardscrabble place, 50 miles north 
of Manhattan. Brand grew up in 
the Dunbar Heights housing 
project. But he says his mother 
never let the family feel poor. Sure, 
the sign in front of his apartment 
complex said “Low-income 
housing,” but it might just as well 
have said “Brick buildings” or 
“Small bedrooms.” It never meant 
much to Brand as a kid. 
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As an adult, though, he has 
become more attuned to 
Peekskill’s problems. He gave more 
than $400,000 to set up CAMP, Inc. 
Every school day from 3 to 7 p.m., 
CAMP’s offices are staffed with 
tutors, and about 25 kids, ages 13 
to 17, get help with homework (the 
center has 110 kids on its roll). The 
foundation matches kids who want 
music or art lessons with the right 
instructors. Brand also has paid to 
send kids—UConn center and 
Peekskill native Hilton Armstrong 
among them—to elite basketball 
camps. 

“I just don’t want kids to not be 
able to pursue something 
because they don’t have enough 


He may be a nice guy, but Brand knows how to assert 
himself on the court when necessary. 


about Chicago? 
Favorite player growing up? 


Who's your hero? 


She’s my best friend.” 
Is L.A. a Clippers town yet? 


but we're trying to get our niche,” 
If | say strength, you say ... 


That's impressive.” 


harder, basketball or acting? 


mostly sitting around?” 


money,” Brand says. 
“A lot of people 
helped me along my 
way, and I'd like to do 
the same thing for 
some of the kids in 
the area.” 

For the NBA, the 
problem with having 
Brand languish on 
some of the league’s worst teams 
was that the league missed out on 
an ever-smiling player with a 
heart as big as his talent. “Elton 
Brand epitomizes what it means 
to be an NBA star,” ESPN analyst 
Bill Walton says. “I could not be 
happier for his success. He is a 
class act and a first-rate person, 
on the court, off the court, in the 
locker room.” 

The league has begun taking 
advantage. Brand has become the 
face of a long-faceless franchise— 
by the end of the season, he likely 
will be the Clippers’ third all-time 
leading scorer after just five years 
with the team. As the Clippers 
succeed, his profile rises. ESPN 


What's the biggest thing you miss 
“The pizza. | don’t miss the weather.” 


“Dominique Wilkins. He got robbed in that 
(1986) dunk contest. They gave it to Spud 
Webb because everyone likes the little guy” 


“My mom. She goes with me everywhere. 


“No, the Lakers have the tradition; they 
have the banners. We need to get that. We're 
not trying to take anything away from them, 


“| actually say the little guys, Allen Iverson 
and Earl Boykins. | knock those guys down 
when I can, but they always pop right back up. 


You've got a new TV spot—what’s 


“Playing ball is something | love, so that is 
easier. Acting is tough. There is a lot of idle 
time. Acting is just, go sit in your trailer for a 
half-hour and wait. Then another half-hour. It's 


I am 26 now. I’m not 22, 23 
anymore. | need my shot 
at getting some hardware. 


has added Clippers 
games later in 

the season, and 
during All-Star 
weekend Brand 
was the host of a 
behind-the-scenes 
show for NBA TV. 

There’s a catch, 
though: The 
Clippers must keep 
winning. For that, 
Brand has taken 
personal 
responsibility. It was 
evident in a win over 
the Grizzlies last 
month—Brand 
scored 28 second 
half points, including 
a stretch in which he 
poured in 16 of his 
team’s 18. Brand 
used to tell himself 
the blame for losing 
rested with factors 
beyond his 
control—the Bulls 
were rebuilding, the 
Clippers had a 
measly payroll. No 
more. 

“I know we are a young team, I 
know we have one of the lowest 
payrolls, but I need to be in the 
playoffs,” Brand says. “I am 26 
now. I’m not 22, 23 anymore. I need 
my shot at getting some hardware. 
[ have to take it upon myself.” 

The coming weeks will be 
crucial for many NBA players, but 
Brand, arguably, has the most at 
stake. The Clippers were 
positioned to finish comfortably 
above .500 and gain a playoff 
spot, but they entered the week 
having lost six of eight games. 
Nearly every team in the West is 
capable of making a run toward 
the postseason, which makes the 
Clippers’ pursuit of a playoff 
berth difficult. 

Brand has played the part of 
the lovable loser too long. He 
doesn’t mind keeping the lovable 
part. The second part has got to 
go. “Look, I didn’t complain about 
any of this,” Brand says. “I never 
said, ‘Trade me; I want out of 
here.’ I dealt with it. I just don’t 
want to deal with it anymore.” TSN 


this is my masterpiece. Our TV network has 


everything you need to create a masterpiece, or just maintain one. For home improvement heaven, 
tune in to DIY Network Wednesday and Thursday evenings. We'll show you all you need to know, 
step by step, with programs created just for you. DIY is a great resource, whether you're improving 


your skills or learning new ones. 


home improvement 
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Genius or overrated? If former Braves 


pitching coach 


turns 


around the inferior Orioles’ staff, the 
debate will be over. By Dave Sheinin 


or a pitching coach to 
become outrageously 
famous, a few things must 
happen. He has to coach 
for a consistent winner— 
say, a team that reels off 
14 consecutive division 
titles. He has to draw the 
attention of TV cameras, perhaps 
with a cute quirk, like a steady 
rocking motion as he sits in the 
dugout, transfixed on the game. 
Above all, as even Leo Mazzone 
would admit, you need horses— 
big, solid thoroughbreds. 

This is the year we should find 
out once and for all: Was Mazzone 
the underappreciated genius 
behind the Braves’ run of 
National League dominance? Or 
was he an overrated media 
magnet who gave good sound 
bites but, ultimately, was the 
beneficiary of the brilliance of 
thoroughbreds named Maddux, 
Glavine and Smoltz? 

To determine the answer, you 
need to follow the fortunes of two 
teams: 

@ The Orioles, who whisked 
Mazzone, 57, from Atlanta with a 
three-year, $1.5 million contract 
that reportedly makes him the 
highest-paid pitching coach in the 
major leagues. He has joined his 
best friend in the game, Orioles 
manager Sam Perlozzo, with 
whom Mazzone grew up in 
Cumberland, Md. 

@ And the Braves, who seemed 
mysteriously passive when 
confronted with the realization 
that Mazzone was being courted 
by other teams, then replaced 
him with Roger McDowell, whose 
clownish persona and laid-back 
approach make him, quite 
simply, the anti-Leo. 
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What is indisputable is the 
Braves’ track record with 
Mazzone running the pitching 
staff, as he did from the middle of 
the 1990 season until the end of 
2005. In his 15 full seasons, the 
Braves finished first in the N.L. in 
ERA 10 times and second twice. 
Greg Maddux (four), Tom Glavine 
(one) and John Smoltz (one) won 
Cy Young Awards, and 10 Braves 
pitchers became All-Stars. 

“I'm real proud of what we 
accomplished in Atlanta,” 
Mazzone says. “I’ve paid my dues. 
It’s a good track record. ... I've 
gotten a tremendous amount of 
credit. I don’t need credit. All we 
need is pitchers pitching good.” 

In the process, Mazzone’s 
outsized personality threatened 
to eclipse that of his boss, the 
stoic, less sound bite-savvy 
Bobby Cox. When people spoke 
about how the Braves managed 
only one World Series 
championship (1995) despite all 
those division titles, they often 
blamed Cox. But when they spoke 
of the consistent regular-season 
winning, they almost always 
mentioned Mazzone. 

J.C. Bradbury, an economist 
and sabermetrician from Georgia, 
published a statistical analysis in 
2005 that showed Mazzone’s 
coaching improved an average 
pitcher’s ERA by 0.63 points. And 
pundits have speculated that 
Mazzone could be the first person 
to make it into the Hall of Fame as 
a pitching coach. 

Perhaps the pinnacle of the 
Cult of Leo came last September, 
when ESPN.com proclaimed 
Mazzone the greatest assistant 
coach of all time—in any sport. 

But within the accompanying 


Mazzone lacks the stable of stud 
pitchers he had in Atlanta, but 
he still can help the 0’s. 


story, Smoltz dropped a very 
interesting line that seemed to 
encapsulate the contrasting view 
of Mazzone that was whispered in 
Atlanta. 

Mazzone, Smoltz said, “did a 
good job of not screwing it up.” 

The Braves’ reaction to 
Mazzone’s departure in October 
suggested that viewpoint—of 
Mazzone simply benefiting from 
the Braves’ wealth of pitching 
talent—was widely shared 
throughout the organization. 
Although the team made the 
obligatory public show of 
appreciation for Mazzone upon 
his departure, the story was 
different when one read between 
the lines. 

The Braves made no real 
attempt to retain Mazzone, but 
because he was under contract 
until mid-November, the Orioles 
agreed to give up Class A pitcher 
Moises Hernandez as 
compensation. Braves general 
manager John Schuerholz says it 
was Clear the Orioles’ offer— 
which trumped another made by 
the Yankees—was for more 
money and more years than the 
Braves were willing to give. 

“We did not ask to speak to Leo 
about (re-signing with the 
Braves),” Schuerholz says, “and 
he did not ask to speak to us.” 


Mazzone says, “It was going to 
take something special for me to 
leave Atlanta, and I found it in 
Baltimore.” 

Although Mazzone professes 
nothing but admiration for Cox, 
their relationship reportedly had 
cooled in recent years. Asked 
recently about Mazzone’s 
departure, Cox said flatly, “Things 
change every year. I hate losing 
coaches, hate losing players. All 
part of the game.” 

Surely Cox would miss 
Mazzone’s rocking and that 
comforting presence next to him 
on the bench after 15-plus years 
together. Wouldn’t he? 

“I won't miss it,” Cox said, 
stone-faced. 


s if that weren’t enough of 

a clue about the Braves’ 

stance on Mazzone’s 

worth, they hired 

McDowell, 44, as his 
replacement. He’s best known for 
being the co-closer (along with 
Jesse Orosco) and lead prankster 
for the 1986 world champion 
Mets. 

In terms of personality and the 
way he relates to players, 
McDowell, who spent the 
previous two years as the 
pitching coach for the Dodgers’ 


McDowell’s clownish persona 
and laid-back approach make 
him, quite simply, the anti-Leo. 
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Class AAA affiliate in Las Vegas, 
might be the furthest thing from 
Mazzone. 

“I think it will be a little more 
fun in the bullpen area,” Braves 
pitcher Tim Hudson told 
reporters during McDowell's 
throwing camp before spring 
training. “It’s going to be about 
learning how to pitch and having 
fun while you're doing it, not so 
much walking on eggshells down 
there.” 

This spring, McDowell has had 
to acknowledge Mazzone’s legacy 
while also putting his own stamp 
on the Braves’ pitching staff. 

“Every pitching coach in the 
game has a different philosophy 
and a different style,” McDowell 
told reporters earlier this spring. 
Inheriting Mazzone’s legacy, he 
added, felt like “two 50-pound 
anvils on my shoulders.” 

McDowell—whose credo can 
be boiled down to two words: 
quality strikes—probably doesn’t 
need to worry about the effect of 
foisting such a radical change 
upon the Braves’ pitchers. With 
the exception of Smoltz, none of 
the rotation—Hudson, John 
Thomson, Jorge Sosa and Horacio 
Ramirez—has a long history with 
Mazzone, nor does presumed 
closer Chris Reitsma. 

Kevin Gryboski, a former 
Braves reliever now trying to 
latch on with the Nationals, 
pointed out another reason to 
expect the Braves’ pitching 
excellence to continue. 

“Don't forget,” he says, “that 
Bobby is one of the best 
managers in the game at handling 
pitchers.” 

A week into camp, Orioles 
pitchers already were talking 
about Mazzone’s “presence” and 
“energy.” Still, a knock on 
Mazzone in Atlanta was that he 
could be too hard on young and 
unestablished pitchers—which, if 
true, means the Orioles’ staff 
might be ready to revolt by 
opening day. It is only a slight 
overstatement to say the entire 
staff is young and unestablished. 

These Orioles, to put it mildly, 
are not the Braves. The O’s have 
had eight consecutive losing 
seasons, and their team ERAs the 
past three years were 4.57, 4.70 
and 4.76, 

The opening day starter most 
likely will be Rodrigo Lopez, who 
has a lifetime record of 51-43. 
Their closer is rookie Chris Ray. 
No Oriole has won 20 games since 
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Will the Orioles’ young pitchers chafe if Mazzone is constantly looking over their shoulders? 


Whole new bag of pitches 


Leo Mazzone isn't the only pitching coach facing a challenge this 


season. The shortlist: 


Jim Colborn, Pirates. The former Dodgers pitching coach inherits a 
talented young group led by lefthanders Oliver Perez and Zach Duke. But 
can he turn those kids into consistent winners? 

Ron Guidry, Yankees. His mission as Mel Stottlemyre’s successor: 
Oversee a battle royale at the back of the rotation, ignore the 
second-guessing by Boss George, and get an aging staff to buy into 


his philosophy. 


Bryan Price, Diamondbacks. First on the agenda for the 
ex-Mariners coach is improving a bullpen that was the worst in the 
majors last season. Price might get some help from newcomers Jason 
Grimsley, Terry Mulholland and Luis Vizcaino. —Tom Gatto 


Mike Boddicker in 1984. If 
Mazzone can whip this unit into 
acceptable shape, perhaps he 
really is a genius. 

“There is nothing more to 
pitching than commanding the 
fastball and changing speeds, and 
[had the opportunity (in Atlanta) 
to watch that be done by the 
greatest pitchers in the history of 
the game,” Mazzone says. “That's 
what pitching is all about. I'm not 
a radar gun. I don’t care how hard 
you throw. All I care about is 
where it ends up.” 


Orioles fans will be comforted 
to know that the dismissive view 
of Mazzone—the one that holds 
he merely is a product of the 
Braves’ pitching wealth—fails to 
account for one other 
phenomenon that became 
apparent over his years in 
Atlanta. The Braves had an 
uncanny knack for getting 
unexpected production out of 
the forgotten, the washed-up and 
the retired—a fact for which 
Mazzone must get some credit. 

Those who remember only 


| 


Maddux, Glavine and Smoltz 
would do well to look at Darren 
Holmes and Chris Hammond, 
relievers who went from 
retirement to sub-2.00 ERAs for 
the Braves in 2002. Or John 
Burkett, whom the Braves signed 
in 2000 after he was released by 
the Devil Rays. Burkett went 10-6 
for Atlanta that season, and the 
next July he was an All-Star. 

Perhaps equally impressive is 
the list of pitchers who could not 
duplicate the success they had 
in Atlanta after leaving the 
Braves, a list that includes 
Damian Moss, Jaret Wright and 
Russ Ortiz. 

“They may have been blessed 
with some great starters down 
there,” Perlozzo says, “but every 
year it seems like they take a 
couple of guys off the scrapheap 
and resurrect their careers, And 
then after they leave, you don’t 
hear too much about them 
again.” 

In Baltimore, naturally, 
Mazzone’s arrival is garnering 
the type of hype not seen since 
the Orioles signed Miguel Tejada. 
Is the hype justified? This is the 
year we should find out once and 
for all. TSN 
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NHL SECOND HALF PREVIEW 


Fanning the fire 


On-ice action will get hot as the NHL season resumes, 
and five teams pack a little extra sizzle By Kara Yorio 


he Olympic cauldron is cold, the boys are 
back, and the 2006 Games now give way to 
the most important NHL games of 2006. 
It’s March, and every NHL fan knows this 
is when every point can be the difference 
between making the playoffs and going home 
early, when every game can affect the precarious 
positioning at the top of the standings. 

And, this year, we find out how much the 
Olympic tournament took out of individuals 
physically and mentally, how much it boosted 
players who found a new level of confidence in 
Italy, how much it can be blamed or credited for 
changing the results of the NHL season. 


When last we left our smaller rinks and the 
North American league, the Hurricanes and 
Red Wings were leading their conferences but 
weren't running away with anything. The Sabres 
and Rangers were surprising the rest of the 
league, the Predators had proved they were for 
real, and the Kings hadn't collapsed because of 
injuries. Only 11 points separated spots two 
through six in the Eastern Conference and spots 
two through eight in the Western Conference, 
and plenty of other teams were poised to climb 
into the playoff picture. 

With the excitement mounting, five teams 
should spark extra interest the rest of the way. 


If he wants to shut up Carolina’s critics, Gerber must 
build on the momentum he gained in Torino. 


20 . SPORTING NEWS . 3/10/06 


Hurricanes 


Why: They’re the best team 
in the Eastern Conference, and 
you haven't been paying 
attention to them. The 
Hurricanes went into the 
break only one point behind 
the Red Wings as the league’s 
best overall. There must be 
something to these Canes. 

Spotlight’s on: Eric Staal. 
Left off the Canadian Olympic 
roster but taken along for the 
disappointing ride on the taxi 
squad, Staal, the Hurricanes’ 
offensive star, spent a couple 
of weeks free from the wear 
and tear of games and playing 
with a giant target on his back. 

Because the standings are 
so tight, the Hurricanes can’t 
afford any lengthy slumps 
from Staal. The good news is 
Carolina has an edge, given 
how many games it has 
against opponents within its 
division, the weakest in the 
conference. 

Story line to watch: Goalie 
Martin Gerber was the biggest 
reason for Switzerland’s upset 
victory over Canada in 
round-robin Olympic play and 
helped the Swiss become one 
of the surprises of the 
tournament, He returns 
to North America with _ 
Olympic-sized confidence. 

Did that performance put 
an end to the goaltending 
questions that have plagued 
Carolina and undermined 
arguments to include the 
Canes among the league’s 
elite? Gerber still needs to 
attain a little more success in 
the NHL, but he took a giant 
step toward eliminating 
doubts in Italy. 

Key dates on the schedule: 

@ March 6 and 14 vs. the 
Rangers. 

® March 22 and April 18 
vs. the Sabres. 


Maple Leafs 


Why: Stanley Cup 
aspirations follow this team 
into every season, but the goal 
heading into this April will be 
just making the playoffs. For a 
team that plays every game 
under a microscope, the 
pressure is going to hit 
extremes. 

Spotlight’s on: Mats Sundin. 
Granted, goaltending is a 
question for the Leafs, but they 
need more offense from 
Sundin—and others up front, 
for that matter. The team 
follows Sundin’s lead, and he'll 
need to be strong on and off 
the ice for the team to get 
through this season 
successfully. 

Story line to watch: 
Speculation about coach Pat 
Quinn’s job status has been 
rampant since the team started 
to struggle and lost 10 of 13 
games in January. The 
buzzards will be circling as 
Toronto fights for a playoff 
spot. 

Key dates on the schedule: 

@ March 7, 23 and 25 vs. the 
Canadiens. 

@ March 10 vs. the Islanders. 

@ March 14 and April 6 vs. 
the Bruins. 
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Mighty Ducks 


Why: This team can be fun to watch, 
and it has the chance to really muck 
things up at the bottom of the playoff 
standings in the West as it fights for a 
postseason slot. 

Spotlight’s on: Teemu Selanne. He 
led Team Finland to a silver medal. Now 
he must dominate games for the Ducks. 

Story line to watch: Scott 
Niedermayer, the team’s captain, its 
top defenseman and one of its top 
offensive players, opted for knee 
surgery instead of the Olympics so he 
could return in the regular season and 
help the Ducks. He'll still miss some 
time rehabilitating the knee but is 
expected back in a couple of weeks. If 
he can’t play to his standards, the 
team’s playoff chances will be seriously 
hurt. 

Key dates on the schedule: 

@ March 3 vs. the Wild. 

® March 7 and April 15 vs. the 
Sharks. 

@ April 4 and 8 vs. the Kings. 


Flyers 


Why: Philadelphia figured to be 
marching toward the Stanley Cup finals 
this year given the big offseason pickups 
of Peter Forsberg and others. But things 
haven't exactly gone as planned for coach 
Ken Hitchcock and his team; the Flyers 
have fought to keep pace with the 
Rangers, of all teams. 

The pressure will be on, and advancing 
one or two rounds in the playoffs won’t be 
enough to satisfy Philadelphia’s fans. 

Spotlight’s on: Forsberg. Should he have 
stayed at home and tried to heal instead of 
helping Sweden to the gold medal? Will he 
have enough in him physically to help the 
Flyers? Those are just a couple of the 
questions that will buzz around Forsberg 
until the end of the Flyers’ season. They'll 
stop only if he ends up holding the Cup. 

Story line to watch: Who's in goal? After 
ably taking over while Robert Esche was 
injured, Niittymaki was pushing for the 
No. 1 spot. Now Niittymaki returns from 
the Olympics having shown he can face 
the best of the best in a pressure-filled 
situation. 

If Esche returns as Hitchcock's No. 1 
goalie, he’s unlikely to be given a long 
leash; a few bad outings, and Hitchcock 
must make Niittymaki No. 1. 

Key dates on the schedule: 


Nobody is feeling t ® March 2 and 22 and April 4 and 15 


Hl... pressure to bring'the Stanley” VS: ‘he BEnBet, 


Cup to Philly than Forsberg. 


Oilers 


Why: Not only is Edmonton 
playing to hold on to its own 
playoff spot and improve its 
position, the Oilers’ schedule 
gives the club a chance to playa 
huge role in other teams’ 
postseason hopes. 

Spotlight’s on: Jussi 
Markkanen and Mike Morrison. 
Goaltending is a huge question 
mark for the Oilers and could be 
the difference between their 
making the playoffs or falling 
quickly out of contention. 

Story line to watch: The battle 
of western Canada will be 
particularly hot. The Oilers, 
Flames and Canucks already have 
intense rivalries. 

Key dates on the schedule: 


{ FA i March 16 and April 1 vs. the 
could depend on = Flames. 
the strength of B March 21, 23 and 25 vs. the 
Niedermayer’s = Canucks. 
knee. 2 ® March 26 and April 17 vs. the 
— Avalanche. TSN 
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omedian: Did you all watch the Daytona 500 last week? 
I couldn’t believe the number of driver changes in 
Nextel Cup. 
Audience: How many were there? 
Comedian: There were so many, only Chad Knaus 
has the time to explain each one. 

Audience: Ooooh. 

Comedian: There were so many, | couldn’t name them all in 
the time it takes to run 10 laps at Talladega. 

Audience: Aaaah. 

Comedian: There were so many, Kurt Busch got into the 
wrong car ... and didn’t realize it until he had sat on Jamie 
McMurray. , 

Audience: Ooooh. 

There are so many that we suggest you clip and save these 
three pages, which contain the paint schemes of the top 35 
teams, listed with driver, team, crew chief and car make, 


4 Scott Wimmer, 
Morgan-McClure 
Motorsports, Chris 
Carrier, Chevrolet 


| 5 Kyle Busch, Hendrick 
"J Motorsports, Alan Gustafson, 
Chevrolet 


6 Mark Martin, Roush Racing, 
Pat Tryson, Ford 


01 Joe Nemechek, 
MB2 Motorsports, Ryan 
Pemberton, Chevrolet 


8 Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
Dale Earnhardt Inc., 
Tony Eury Jr., Chevrolet 


07 Clint Bowyer, 

Richard Childress 

Racing, Gil Martin, 
| Chevrolet 


9 Kasey Kahne, Evernham 

Motorsports, Kenny Francis, 
1 Martin Truex, Dale Earnhardt 

Inc., Kevin Manion, Chevrolet 


11 Denny Hamlin, Joe Gibbs 
Racing, Mike Ford, Chevrolet 


2 Kurt Busch, Penske 
Performance Inc., Roy 
McCauley, Dodge 


12 Ryan Newman, Penske Performance 
Inc., Matt Borland, Dodge 


Photos by 
Harold Hinson for TSN 
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17 Matt Kenseth, 
Roush Racing, 
Robbie Reiser, Ford 


18 J.J. Yeley, Joe 
Gibbs Racing, Steve 
) Addington, Chevrolet 


19 Jeremy Mayfield, 
Evernham Motorsports, 
Chris Andrews, Dodge 


20 Tony Stewart, Joe 
Gibbs Racing, Greg 
Zipadelli, Chevrolet 


21 Ken Schrader, 
Wood Brothers Racing, 
David Hyder, Ford 


22 Dave Blaney, 
Se Bill Davis Racing, 
Kevin Hamlin, Dodge 
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| 24 Jeff Gordon, 
Hendrick 
Motorsports, Steve 
Letarte, Chevrolet 


~~ 42 Casey Mears, Chip 
Ganassi Racing, Donnie 
Wingo, Dodge 


25 Brian Vickers, 
Hendrick Motorsports, 


Lance McGrew, Chevrolet 43 Bobby Labonte, 


Petty Enterprises, 
Todd Parrott, Dodge 


45 Kyle Petty, Petty 
Enterprises, Paul 
26 Jamie McMurray, Andrews, Dodge cs * 
Roush Racing, Jimmy ; 


Fennig, Ford 


48 Jimmie 
Johnson, Hendrick 
Motorsports, Chad 
29 Kevin Harvick, Knaus, Chevrolet 
iy Richard Childress 
Racing, Todd Berrier, 


Chevrolet 
: 55 Michael Waltrip, 
eee Waltrip-Jasper Racing, 
31 Jeff Burton, Richard ; : Age ym Derrick Finley, Dodge 
Childress Racing, Scott . : Pi ) 


, , a5 ® 
Miller, Chevrolet = ~— ae 
? Ss ebb : 
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66 Jeff Green, 
Haas CNC Racing, 
Bootie Barker, 
Chevrolet 


| 38 Elliott Sadler, 
Robert Yates Racing, 
Tommy Baldwin, Ford 


| 40 David Stremme, 
Chip Ganassi Racing, 
Jeff Vandermoss, Dodge 


| 88 Dale Jarrett, 
Robert Yates Racing, 
Slugger Labbe, Ford 


99 Carl Edwards, 
Roush Racing, Bob 
Osborne, Ford 


41 Reed Sorenson, 
Chip Ganassi Racing, 
Jimmy Elledge, Dodge 


ter jet, upside down, with Carl Edwards on your tail. Sound 
hen you suffer from OAD (Overactive Adrenaline Disorder), 
n that affects all Ford Racing Drivers and their fans. Get 
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Welcome to the 
NFL's free-agent 
extravaganza, 
where players aim for big 
jackpots from teams trying to 
get rich, too By Vinnie lyer 


As 
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t’s time to play ... the free-agent market! This is where your 
favorite stars play for big cash while your favorite teams pay for 
big improvements. But before we start the game for the grandest 
of offseason prizes, let’s warm up with a few questions in our 
lightning round! 

Who will be this year’s Kyle Vanden Bosch, who produced 12% 
sacks for the Titans last season while playing for the veteran 
minimum of $540,000? It might be little-known Steelers end Brett 
Keisel, who came on strong as a pass rusher late last season. 

Who will be this year’s Joe Jurevicius, a journeyman receiver who 
maintained his knack for making big catches for top teams as a 


Seahawk last season? Perhaps Jurevicius himself—a free agent again 
who has top teams in hot pursuit. 

Which team will be this year’s Panthers, who last year spent 
wisely on second-tier free agents such as cornerback Ken Lucas and 
guard Mike Wahle? The Cardinals and Bears are looking to be among 
the shrewd spenders. 

Most important, will owners and the NFL Players Association get 
close enough on a new collective bargaining agreement in time to let 
the free-agent games begin March 3? Or will this family feud leave 
the entire process in jeopardy? While they try to beat the clock, let’s 
meet the contestants. 


Edgerrin James is ready to 
play the free-agent game, 
which means this showcase 
talent could land anywhere ... 
if the price is right. 


Pnato by Robert Seale 
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OFFENSE 


Quarterbacks 

1. Drew Brees, Chargers 

2. Jon Kitna, Bengals 

3. Josh McCown, Cardinals 
4. Jeff Garcia, Lions 
Running backs 

1. Shaun Alexander, Seahawks 
2. Edgerrin James, Colts 
3. Jamal Lewis, Ravens 

4. Ahman Green, Packers 
5. Chester Taylor, Ravens 


Fullbacks 

1, Mack Strong, Seahawks 

2. Fred Beasley, 49ers 

3. Tony Richardson, Chiefs 

4. William Henderson, Packers 
Wide receivers 

1. David Givens, Patriots 

2. Antwaan Randle El, Steelers 
3. Joe Jurevicius, Seahawks 

4. Antonio Bryant, Browns 

5. Reche Caldwell, Chargers 


Tight ends 

1. Chris Baker, Jets 

2. Justin Peelle, Chargers 
3. Matt Schobel, Bengals 
4. Christian Fauria, Patriots 
Tackles 

1, Jon Runyan, Eagles 

2. Matt Lepsis, Broncos 

3. Tom Ashworth, Patriots 
4. Kevin Shaffer, Falcons 
5. Stockar McDougle, Dolphins 
Guards 

1. Stephen Neal, Patriots 
2. Toniu Fonoti, Vikings 

3. Brock Gutierrez, Lions 
Centers 

1. LeCharles Bentley, Saints 
2. Mike Flanagan, Packers 
3. Jeff Mitchell, Panthers 
4. Justin Hartwig, Titans 

5. Andy McCollum, Rams 


Keep up with the complete 
Super 99 free-agent rankings 
and the latest signings at 

Pro Football War Room. It’s also 
the home of Draft Central, with 
the hottest dish on the top 
prospects. Come on down to 
the NFLs offseason HQ at 


warroom.sportingnews.com. 
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The top available players at each 
position (listed with their 2005 


teams), plus a grade for the position 
as a whole. 


DEFENSE 


Ends 

1. Darren Howard, Saints 

2. Aaron Kampman, Packers 
3. Raheem Brock, Colts 

4. Anthony Weaver, Ravens 
5. Marcellus Wiley, Jaguars 
Tackles 

1. Rocky Bernard, Seahawks 
2. Larry Tripplett, Colts 

3. Chris Hovan, Buccaneers 
4. Grady Jackson, Packers 
5. Orpheus Roye, Browns 


Outside linebackers 

1. Andre Carter, 49ers 

2. Julian Peterson, 49ers 
3. Will Witherspoon, Panthers 
4. Scott Fujita, Cowboys 
5. Akin Ayodele, Jaguars 
Inside linebackers 

1. Derek Smith, 49ers 

2. Tommy Polley, Ravens 
3. Sam Cowart, Vikings 
4. Rob Morris, Colts 
Safeties 

1. Chris Hope, Steelers 
2. Adam Archuleta, Rams 
3. Will Demps, Ravens 

4, Corey Chavous, Vikings 
5, Tank Williams, Titans 
Cornerbacks 

1. Ty Law, Jets 

2. Charles Woodson, Raiders 
3. Jerry Azumah, Bears 

4, Will Allen, Giants 


5. Deshea Townsend, Steelers 


SPECIALISTS 


Kickers 

1. Mike Vanderjagt, Colts 
2. Ryan Longwell, Packers 
3. Adam Vinatieri, Patriots 
4, Todd Peterson, Falcons 
Punters 

1. Dave Zastudil, Ravens 

2. Dirk Johnson, Eagles 

3. Kyle Richardson, Browns 
4. Tom Rouen, Seahawks 
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Alexander might shop around, 
the NFU’s leading rusher get away. 


Pa 
but the Seahawks aren’t likely to let 


~ 
» 


For the teams willing to play a 
more high-stakes bidding game, the 
2006 unrestricted free-agent class has 
its share of big-money players. The 


big question is whether the top ones 
will work out deals with their current employers. 
Shaun Alexander, RB, Seahawks. It’s not often the reigning MVP gets 
on the open market. It might seem as though Alexander has good leverage, 


Brees’ recent success should land him a 
big payday—just not in San Diego. 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


but running back is one of 
the deepest free-agent 
positions and few teams 
other than Seattle have 
deep enough pockets ($8 
million per year) to put 
him on their marquee. As 
they did before with two 
key offensive players, 
quarterback Matt 
Hasselbeck and left tackle 
Walter Jones, the Seahawks 
will find a way to keep 
Alexander with the best 
offer for him early in the 
signing period. Deal. 
Drew Brees, QB, 
Chargers. Coming off two 
great seasons, Brees 
benefits from scarcity at 


his position and could command 
$9 million to $10 million a year as a 
top quarterback hitting his prime. 
Considering the Chargers didn’t 
use the franchise tag on him, are 
worried about his right shoulder 
(torn labrum) and have millions 
invested in Philip Rivers, Brees 
will blow out of town. No deal. 


Edgerrin James, RB, Colts. 
He has been an integral part of 
the triplets, but with all the 
money the Colts have invested in 
quarterback Peyton Manning and 
receiver Marvin Harrison—plus 
what they had to spend to retain 
receiver Reggie Wayne—James, 
based on his position, may need 
to get his Alexander-like offer 
from another team. James is 
confident he is recovered from 
knee troubles and can carry the 
load for any team (Minnesota? 
Arizona?) without Manning. The 
Colts are confident they can find 
an adequate replacement for a 
much cheaper price. No deal. 


When playing the market, a 
smart general manager avoids the 
whammies. One way to hit a 
jackpot is to take spins on players 
who have been limited to 
under-the-radar roles with their 
current teams but could blossom 
elsewhere. 

Rocky Bernard, DT, Seahawks. 
Bernard emerged as a top interior 
pass rusher last season and 
worked well as part of a rotation 
with Marcus Tubbs and 
Chartric Darby. With a more 
regular role, he could be as 
dominant as the Falcons’ 
Rod Coleman. 

David Givens, WR, 
Patriots. New 
England spread the 
ball around so 
much that 
Givens, its 
No. 2 
receiver, was 
just another 
pass catcher ina 


Givens could 
provide a 
savvy shopper 
maximum bang 
for its buck. 


= 


Overshadowed in Green Bay by the flashier Ghaja-Biamila, Kampman is 


a complete end with the potential for double-digit sacks. 


mix that included three tight 
ends. With his sure hands, size 
(6-0, 215) and red zone prowess, 
Givens could be a No. 1 in the 
vein of Muhsin Muhammad. 

Chris Hope, S, Steelers. Hope 
quietly played well during the 
Steelers’ Super Bowl run, but 
strong safety Troy Polamalu got 
all the headlines. Hope is 25, 
and his best is still to come. It 
will be interesting to see 
whether a team thinks he can 
thrive as a primary playmaker 
sans Polamalu. 

Aaron Kampman, DE, 
Packers. Like Vanden Bosch, 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Kampman works hard and 
hustles to get upfield. In Green 
Bay, flashy speed rusher Kabeer 


Gbaja-Biamila often overshadowed 


his blue-collar linemate, but 


The unrestricted free agents 
(listed with their 2005 teams) who 
figure to be shown the most 
affection during the free-agent 
signing period. 


1. Shaun Alexander, RB, Seahawks 
2. Edgerrin James, RB, Colts 
3. Ty Law, CB, Jets 
4. Drew Brees, QB, Chargers 
5. Jamal Lewis, RB, Ravens 
6. Andre Carter, OLB, 49ers 
7. Julian Peterson, OLB, 49ers 
8. LeCharles Bentley, C, Saints 
9. Ahman Green, RB, Packers 
10. Chris Hope, S, Steelers 
11. David Givens, WR, Patriots 
12. Jon Runyan, OT, Eagles 
13. Darren Howard, DE, Saints 
14. Will Witherspoon, OLB, Panthers 
15. Mike Flanagan, C, Packers 
16. Chester Taylor, RB, Ravens 
17. Jeff Mitchell, C, Panthers 
18. Adam Archuleta, S, Rams 
19. Charles Woodson, CB, Raiders 
20. Rocky Bernard, DT, Seahawks 
21. Antwaan Randle El, WR, Steelers 
22. Aaron Kampman, DE, Packers 
23. Derek Smith, ILB, 49ers 
24. Larry Tripplett, DT, Colts 
25. Joe Jurevicius, WR, Seahawks 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Kampman, in addition to being a 
complete end who can stop the 
run, has double-digit sack 
potential. 

Josh McCown, QB, Cardinals. 
He had some big games for 
Arizona. Unfortunately, his 
opportunities were limited 
because he could not win coach 
Dennis Green’s favor. McCown’s 
arm, mobility and developing 
skills make him an attractive 
alternative to Brees. 

Antwaan Randle El, WR, 
Steelers. He hasn't been a prolific 
No. 2 receiver, but he proved in 
the playoffs he has more than 
dazzling return skills by making 
great plays in the clutch. Randle 
El probably would be used more 
as a big-play wideout on an 
offense-starved team—possibly 
his hometown Bears. 

Derek Smith, ILB, 49ers. 
Despite playing on a struggling 
front seven in San Francisco, 
Smith is one of the game's 
better-tackling linebackers. He 
probably won't be an elite 
playmaker, but he can solidify the 
position for most teams. 

Chester Taylor, RB, Ravens. 
While teammate and fellow free 
agent Jamal Lewis struggled to 
stay healthy, Taylor, when given 
the chance, showed his wares as 
a quicker, more versatile back. But 
with his 5-11, 213-pound frame, can 
he hold up as a starter? 


Teams that are aggressive in 
filling in the blanks can play Let's 
Make a Deal with restricted free 
agents, who have a nice 
combination of three years’ 
experience and youthful upside. 
Buyer beware, however: In 
addition to signing the player to 
an offer sheet his current team 
can match, a suitor also must 
provide compensation in the form 
of one or more draft picks. 

Gary Brackett, LB; Cato June, 
LB; Robert Mathis, DE, Colts. 
With Wayne already locked up for 
six years and with James and 
kicker Mike Vanderjagt ready to 
walk, the Colts are in good shape 
to re-sign three key members of 


3/10/06 . SPO .29 


NFL 


their front seven. But with 
Indianapolis still cash-strapped, 
it’s possible a team will overpay 
for the production of June or 
Mathis and steal one of them. 

Josh Brown, K, Seahawks. 
Going after Brown, an established 
kicker with a reasonable price 
tag, is a better move than signing 
an unrestricted free agent such as 
Vanderjagt, especially if the 
compensation is only a late draft 
pick. Paying a little more to get a 
veteran leg vs. taking a chance on 
a rookie seventh-rounder makes 
good sense, 


Nate Burleson, WR, Vikings; 
Kevin Curtis, WR, Rams; and 
Brandon Lloyd, WR, 49ers. All are 
promising wideouts whose teams 
intend to keep them. The knee 
injury that slowed Burleson last 
season will deter shoppers. 
Curtis might assume more of 
Isaac Bruce's duties in St. Louis. 
Lloyd, like teammate Arnaz 
Battle, is the future of the 49ers’ 
offense. 

Chris Simms, QB, Bucs. This is 
more of a quarterback shell game 
for the Bucs. To keep Simms as 
their starter, they may have to cut 
former starter Brian Griese and 
save $6 million. It will be hard for 
the cap-strapped Bucs to sign 
Simms to a long-term deal, but it 
will be even more difficult for 
another team to part with as much 
as first- and third-round draft picks 
to sign him to an offer sheet. 
Expect him to remain in Tampa. 
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These players are likely to join 
the free-agent fray as salary cap 
casualties. While their status is in 
question with their current teams, 
other teams are playing the 
waiting game to find answers later. 

Answer: The top position to 
watch. Question: What is 
quarterback? 

Aaron Brooks, 
QB, Saints. New 
Orleans is in 
position to draft 
Matt Leinart or 
Vince Young, and 
Brooks doesn't fit 
the team’s 
rebuilding plan. He 
could land as a 
backup on a team 
with a West Coast 
offense. 

Kerry Collins, QB, 
Raiders. While Al 
Davis pursues a new 
veteran starter, 
Collins likely will be 
released and is 
likely to reunite with 
Jim Fassel in 
Baltimore, where he 
could put some heat 
on Kyle Boller. 


JOHN CORDES FOR TSN 


, 2 ad 
quickly fix some team’s pass rush. 


The franchise tag allows a team to 
hold on to a prominent player with a 
one-year deal, but it often creates 
resentment from the player, who 
doesn't get to test his marketability 
as a free agent. Players who have 
been franchised this offseason: Jets 
defensive end John Abraham, Lions 
offensive tackle Jeff Backus and Bills 
cornerback Nate Clements. 

The transition tag limits a player's 
potential movement somewhat in that 
it gives a team the right of first refusal 
if he is offered a contract by another 
team. Players who were given the 
transition tag: Panthers running back 
DeShaun Foster, Seahawks guard 
Steve Hutchinson and Vikings 
cornerback Brian Williams. 


Abraham 


It has been a heckuva run, but it looks like 
McNair’s days as a Titan may be over. 


Possibly the Bucs’ odd man out, Rice could 


Steve McNair, QB, 
Titans. McNair has 
been a franchise 
favorite, but unless 
the two sides can 
agree on reworking 
his deal, he will be 
let go. Considering 
MeNair is nearing 
the end of his career, 
pursuing a trade for 
backup Billy Volek 
would be a better 
move for a team. 

Chad Pennington, 
QB, Jets. The team’s 
slew of veteran cuts 
already includes 
cornerback Ty Law, 
and Pennington’s 
recurring shoulder 
woes and contract 
configuration might 
land him on 
clearance, too. 

Luke Petitgout, 
OT, Giants. His 
disappointing play in 
05 makes him 
expendable. He no 
longer is a top left 
tackle but is capable 
of starting for a team 
in desperate need of 
line help because of 
his experience. 

Terrell Owens, 
WR, Eagles. Call him 
the Jeopardy! champ. 
He knows he will be 
released, and the 
unofficial courting 
has begun. Look for him to end 
up in Denver or Kansas City. 

Simeon Rice, DE, Buccaneers. 
After figuring out what to do with 
Simms and Griese, the Bucs’ next 
priority is a long-term deal for Pro 
Bowl linebacker Derrick Brooks. 
As the potential odd man out 
when the numbers are crunched, 
Rice would draw immediate 
interest as a quick pass-rushing 
fix. 

Fred Taylor, RB, Jaguars. The 
frustrating “Fragile Fred” returned 
last season with a nagging ankle 
injury. His age (30) and big 
salary don’t help, either. The 
team proved it could run the 
ball with Greg Jones and 
LaBrandon Toefield, which 
means Taylor could be forced to 
battle in a committee situation 
elsewhere. 
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NFL 


TOP SUITORS 
1. Dolphins 


Scouting report 


Drew Brees 
QB, 6-0, 209 


Brees’ career has been defined by his determination 
to prove detractors wrong. He lacks ideal size and 
physical ability, but he has overcome his shortcomings 
with his considerable leadership skills and hard work in 
the film and weight rooms. Although Brees, 27, doesn't 
have overwhelming arm strength, he’s accurate and is 
developing a keen ability to read defenses and make 
adjustments. His health is a concern. Though Brees is a 
month ahead of schedule in his rehabilitation from 
shoulder surgery and is expected to be ready for training 
camp, it might take a while for him to regain full strength. 


AFCEAS 


BUFFALO 


CAP SPACE: The team is about 

$7 million under the salary cap. Don't 
look for any blockbuster signings, but 
the Bills will be players. MOVING ON: 
Duke Preston is ready to take over at 
center in his second season, so Trey 
Teague probably won't return. Preston 
is smart and filled in capably at guard 
last season. WR Eric Moulds could be 
released, and WR Josh Reed probably 
won't be back after failing to meet 
expectations. The team already has 
replacement options in Roscoe 
Parrish, who has big-play speed, and 
Sam Aiken, who has good size and 
toughness. DT Ron Edwards’ durability 
is a concern, and he could be replaced 


2. Packers 


_ MIAMI 


H CAP SPACE: Several relatively easy cuts will get the team beneath the cap—possibly 
:? $8 million under—and give it room to shop. Defensive back and quarterback figure 
? to be the key positions addressed. MOVING ON: Potential losses in the secondary, 

i such as SS Tebucky Jones, CB Sam Madison and CB Reggie Howard, will be 

: difficult to overcome because of the nature of the defense. Coach Nick Saban runs 
: a complex series of coverages that are difficult to learn. The rebuilding in the 

: secondary will be even tougher if FS Lance Schulters is not re-signed. The team 

i might release starting QB Gus Frerotte and LT Damion Mcintosh, and backup 

: QB Sage Rosenfels and backup OT Stockar McDougle are free agents. TARGETS: To 
: fill holes in the secondary, the Dolphins could pursue Rams SS Adam Archuleta or 

: Titans SS Tank Williams. They could pick up a number of solid backup players, 

: such as Jaguars CB Terry Cousin, who was with the team in 2001 and would be a 

: solid upgrade over Howard as the third or fourth corner. If they can clear enough 

: cap space, they also could have interest in former Jets CB Ty Law, who showed last 
: season he still has the skills to be effective. Law tied for the league lead with 10 

i interceptions. Another expensive target could be Saints C LeCharles Bentley, and 

: the team also is expected to talk to Chargers QB Drew Brees. The potential 


by Justin Bannan, who isn’t as talented: suspension of RB Ricky Williams makes it likely versatile Sammy Mortis and Travis 


: Minor will be re-signed as backups to Ronnie Brown. —Jason Cole 


as Edwards but has a nonstop motor. 
TARGETS: Upgrading both lines is a 
priority. Eagles RT Jon Runyan is a 
rugged run blocker who would fit in well. 
Falcons LT Kevin Shaffer has his best 
years in front of him. The team still is 


_ NEW ENGLAND 


i CAP SPACE: The Patriots are about $3 million under the salary cap and figure to 
searching for a replacement for DT Pat +: trim more to clear room for any deals. Whether they re-sign WR David Givens or 
Williams, who left a year ago. It will look : K Adam Vinatieri will dictate how busy they get. MOVING ON: Givens and 

at DTs Grady Jackson (Packers) and : Vinatieri pose big problems for the Patriots. Givens is likely to get a lucrative offer 
Ryan Pickett (Rams). Both can occupy H from another team. The Patriots don’t have any receivers capable of duplicating 
blockers and would free DT Sam Adams : what Givens brings in terms of strength, blocking and complementing Deion 

to attack upfield, which is his specialty. : Branch. Vinatieri, 33, maintains his powerful leg and is consistent and 

If Moulds and Reed leave, it would be _: unflappable. He would be tough, if not impossible, to replace. Tom Ashworth has 
nice to add a veteran to complement H been valuable for his versatility; he plays right and left tackle. The downside is he 
tising star WR Lee Evans. The Patriots’ : is brittle. RG Stephen Neal is a mauler, but he's replaceable. TARGETS: The 
David Givens has strength, deceptive i Patriots need to get younger in a few areas, such as linebacker, safety and 
quickness and a knack for getting : running back. Depending on what happens with their own free-agent crop, they 
open. Another option is the Browns’ : may have to address wide receiver and kicker as well. Cowboys LB Scott Fujita 
Antonio Bryant, who is big, productive : could be a target. The Vikings’ Sam Cowart, 31, wouldn't help the Patriots get 
and tough but has character questions. i younger but might be worth bringing in to provide depth at inside linebacker. A 
The team wants to retain DE Ryan ? cheaper version of Givens might be Minnesota’s Nate Burleson (6-0, 197), but 
Denney, a top backup who can play the H he is a restricted free agent so the Vikings could retain him by matching an 

run and has improved as a pass : offer. If the Patriots are interested in insurance for SS Rodney Harrison, the 
rusher. —Allen Wilson ? Titans’ Tank Williams would be a good option. —Tom Curran 
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_ NEW YORK 


: CAP SPACE: The Jets, who have to clear about $25 million 

i to get under the cap, won't spend big. New coach Eric 
Mangini will try to do it the Patriots way: Find value at low 

: prices. Easier said than done, MOVING ON: The team 

: already has released several players, including RT Jason 

: Fabini and FB Jerald Sowell, and it didn’t exercise its option 
on CB Ty Law. QB Chad Pennington, LG Pete Kendall and 

: C Kevin Mawae are other potential cap casualties. RE John 

: Abraham again was given the franchise tag, but the Jets will 
look to trade him for a high draft pick or perhaps a veteran 
quarterback—such as Patrick Ramsey (Redskins), Matt 

? Schaub (Falcons) or Billy Volek (Titans)—because the free- 
agent pool is shallow and they don’t have cap space to throw 
big money at Drew Brees. TARGETS: Considering there 

: aren't replacements on the roster for the cap casualties, the 

H team will try to fill the holes with free agents. Mangini could 

: tap into the Patriots’ pipeline to help the offensive line 

H through a transition stage by looking at T Tom Ashworth and 

: G Stephen Neal. The club could reunite FB Lorenzo Neal and 

: new coordinator Brian Schottenheimer, who were together 

: with the Chargers. The Jets could use a true thumper such as 

: Neal. If they lose TE Chris Baker, Christian Fauria, another 
Patriot, could be a cheap replacement. If a 3-4 defense is 
installed, the Ravens’ Maake Kemoeatu could be the ideal 
plugger at nose tackle. —Rich Cimini 
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BALTIMORE 


CAP SPACE: The team is about $10 million under the cap 
but isn’t likely to pursue many big-name free agents 
because it has a lot of holes to fill. The Ravens would like to 
sign a starting running back and a quarterback and shore 
up the offensive line. MOVING ON: The defensive line could 
be hit hard by free-agent defections. DT Maake Kemoeatu 
and LE Anthony Weaver will get attention on the market, 
and the Ravens have unproven backups in both cases. 
DTs Aubrayo Franklin and Dwan Edwards have decent size 
and played well in part-time roles, but they lack experience 
and take plays off. Jarret Johnson is undersized at end and 
is more of a stopgap solution. The team is better equipped 
to deal with the likely losses of SS Will Demps and 

LB Tommy Polley. If RB Jamal Lewis and backup Chester 
Taylor leave, the team won't have a proven back. 

TARGETS: The team would like to find a replacement for 

or a challenger to QB Kyle Boller. Jon Kitna (Bengals) is a 
possibility, but the Ravens likely will wait to see whether 
Kerry Collins or Daunte Culpepper becomes available. 
Drew Brees might have too high of an asking price. The 
team might look at RB Ahman Green, but it also will keep 
negotiations open with Lewis and Taylor. The team needs a 
right tackle, right guard and center. OTs Jason Fabini (Jets) 
and Scott Gragg (Jets) and G Brock Gutierrez (Lions) are 
options. Last year’s starters, C Mike Flynn and RG Keydrick 
Vincent, aren't guaranteed roster spots. —Mike Preston 


Scouting report 


WR/PR, 5-10, 192 


Randle El isn’t a No. 1 receiver, but the versatility 
he provides on offense and his status as one of the 


best punt returners in the league make him an 
attractive commodity. Randle El, 26, lacks size and 


has problems escaping double coverage, but he’s an 


ideal slot receiver, given his knack for finding small 


openings in the middle of the field. With his ability to 


throw and run, he’s a game-planning headache for 
defenses, and his quickness and elusiveness make 
him dangerous after the catch. 
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: SPACE: The team is about $25 million under the cap and will be aggressive in the market. The Browns will court 

i ee linebackers with pass-rush skills. Because Jason Fisk is undersized (6-3, 300) and aging (33), nose tackle is a major 
need. A veteran to replace WR Antonio Bryant also is a priority, and the team wants to add an interior offensive lineman. 

i MOVING ON: If LE Orpheus Roye leaves, his replacement likely will be a free agent or a draft pick. That's because backup Nick 
Eason is inconsistent and needs more of a mean streak. If LT LJ. Shelton departs, backup Nat Dorsey likely will get a shot. 

? Dorsey is 6-7, 322 and athletic but lacks experience. TE Aaron Shea figures to have a minimal role if he returns. Plans are for 
: Kellen Winslow and Steve Heiden to be 1-2 at the position. TARGETS: The team will consider paying big money for 49ers 

i OLB Julian Peterson, who has the pass-rush and coverage skills coach Romeo Crennel covets. Peterson had a decent year in 
? 2005 after missing most of 2004 with an Achilles’ injury. The Ravens’ Maake Kemoeatu would be an ideal replacement for 

i Fisk. Crennel’s 3-4 scheme revolves around the nose tackle; Kemoeatu (6-5, 350) could tie up two blockers and let the 

: linebackers roam. A big, reliable target, Seahawks WR Joe Jurevicius would address the team’s red zone issues. Steelers 

: WR/PR Antwaan Randle El is a versatile threat whose signing would weaken a division rival. The Browns would like to sign 

: Saints C LeCharles Bentley, a Cleveland native, and move him to guard. He's proficient at both positions. Steve Doerschuk 


CINCINNATI 


: CAP SPACE: The focus will be on beefing up the defense, which ranked 28th in 2005. The club is about $4 million under the 
: cap, so it must spend wisely to shore up glaring needs at tackle and strong safety. A tight end, good blocker and receiver could 
make the offense even more explosive. MOVING ON: Losing QB Jon Kitna, RB/KR Kenny Watson and TE Matt Schobel would 
: hurt because of the depth and versatility they provide. The team wants Kitna to lead the offense until Carson Palmer returns 

i from the severe knee injury he suffered in the playoffs. Putting the offense in the hands of QBs Craig Krenzel or Doug Johnson 
would be a big gamble. Watson is a valuable special teams player and a spark on third downs; however, RB Chris Perry's 

i emergence as a rusher and receiver makes Watson expendable. Schobel has good speed and hands but has been unable to 

: make a consistent impact. TARGETS: The team needs a tackle who can stuff the run, push the pile and pressure the 

i quarterback. The Colts’ Larry Tripplett and the Ravens’ Maake Kemoeatu are candidates worth pursuing. Either would join 

: starters John Thorton and Bryan Robinson to form a rotation that could stay fresh. Strong safety was a sore spot in 2005. The 
i team needs a tough, fundamentally sound tackler who is capable of bringing down big backs. Don’t be surprised if it makes a 
run at the Ravens’ Will Demps, who doesn’t have great speed or size but is an enforcer. The team always has admired the 

: Browns’ tight ends. Aaron Shea is a solid receiver and route runner whose versatility would be welcome. —Chick Ludwig 


PITTSBURGH 


? CAP SPACE:The team already is over the cap because of performance bonuses from the Super Bowl and will need to 

: create some room by renegotiating the contract of Pro Bowl C Jeff Hartings, who is due a $750,000 roster bonus and will 
count $8.1 million against the cap in 2006. MOVING ON: The biggest free-agent loss is expected to be WR Antwaan 

i Randle El, who probably will command a nice offer because he is among the league’s best punt returners and is a 

: multidimensional receiver. The departure of Randle El means Cedrick Wilson will become the starting split end, and 

H that’s not a bad thing. Wilson has good speed and comes out of his breaks well. FS Chris Hope is another player who likely 
: will attract a big offer. Unfortunately, the Steelers don’t have a capable replacement at free safety. Mike Logan has been 

: prone to injury, and Tyrone Carter is more of a strong safety who lacks deep speed in coverage. TARGETS: The Steelers will 
: not be active in the free-agent market for two reasons: They don't have a lot of money available under the cap, and they 

: don't have a lot of holes that need immediate attention. The lone exception could be at free safety if Hope, as expected, 

: signs with another team. The Steelers could pursue an inexpensive safety, such as Tampa Bay's Dexter Jackson. Probably the 
H biggest free-agent objective will be retaining DE Brett Kelsel. Keisel, a good pass rusher, likely will be the replacement for 

? RE Kimo von Oelhoffen, who also is a free agent. —Gerry Dulac 


TOP SUITORS 
1. Bears 
2. Browns 
3. Cowboys 
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_ JACKSONVILLE 


: CAP SPACE: The team has about $10 million to spend 

: but will be selective, which likely means it again will go 

: bargain hunting. MOVING ON: The biggest name expected 
: to hit the market is starting OLB Akin Ayodele. Though he 


HOUSTON 


CAP SPACE: The team is about $4 million under the cap 
and will look to open more space. The Texans will be 
midlevel players in the market and sign a couple of free 
agents. MOVING ON: RB Jonathan Wells probably can 
command more money and playing time somewhere 

else, and he won't accept a No. 3 role if the Texans draft 
RB Reggie Bush. WR Corey Bradford, a free agent for the 
second straight season, is not likely to be brought back this 
time. He had too many drops and too few big plays in 2005. 
TARGETS: The team likely will focus on tight end and 
defensive end in the free-agent market. Few teams have 
used their tight 
ends less than the 
Texans, who lack a 
capable receiving 
threat at that 
position. The 
Bengals’ Matt 
Schobel is a good 
blocker who has 
potential as a 
receiver. He's the 
type of player who 
could force safeties 
to focus less on 

WR Andre Johnson. The team needs some experienced 
defensive ends. The switch to a 4-3 defense has left Antwan 
Peek and Jason Babin, who were outside linebackers in the 
3-4, as the only ends. Neither Peek nor Babin has played end 
since college, and Babin (6-2, 259) might not be big enough 
to make the move. Look for the team to try to re-sign WR 
Jabar Gaffney, but it also would like to add another receiver 
who can draw more attention away from Johnson. The team 
wants to upgrade the offensive line, and Broncos LT Matt 
Lepsis is an attractive target—especially because he knows 
new coach Gary Kubiak’s system. —Megan Mantull 
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INDIANAPOLIS 


CAP SPACE: The team locked up WR Reggie Wayne last 
week with a six-year, $39 million deal. Now it needs to 
restructure the contracts of QB Peyton Manning and 

WR Marvin Harrison, re-sign a few players and issue 
one-year tenders to several restricted free agents. All of 
that won't allow the Colts to be major free-agent players, 
though, especially early. MOVING ON: The team placed 
the franchise tag on RB Edgerrin James last offseason, but 
it was deemed too expensive to do again. He almost 
certainly will leave. Backup RB Dominic Rhodes, coming 
off a subpar season, probably will be released because 
he's due a $1.45 million roster bonus. The team also figures 
to lose K Mike Vanderjagt, who faltered in the playoffs and 
has a history of annoying management. The team wants to 
bring back DT Larry Tripplett, who is coming off a strong 
season. But the price has to be right because there is 
depth on the line. TARGETS: With Wayne in the fold, the 
team will attempt to re-sign versatile LE Raheem Brock 
and solid OLB David Thornton. A second-tier running back 
such as the Seahawks’ Maurice Morris could be an 
affordable replacement for James, at least for the short 
term. As for Vanderjagt’s replacement, quality kickers are 
hard to find. Possibilities include Paul Edinger (Vikings), 
Matt Bryant (Bucs) and Joe Nedney (49ers). Other needs 
include a veteran guard to push returning starters Jake 
Scott and Ryan Lilja and a linebacker. —Mike Chappell 
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is a terrific athlete, he doesn't make enough plays to suit 


; coach Jack Del Rio. The team also is not expected to 

: re-sign LT Mike Pearson, who struggled to come back 

: from a knee injury last year and fell out of favor with the 

: coaches. Rookie Khalif Barnes played well in his absence. 
: S Deke Cooper, CBs Terry Cousin and Kenny Wright, 

: DE Marcellus Wiley and OLB Greg Favors likely will be 

? re-signed to minimum deals. OT Ephraim Salaam 

: and LB Jamie Winborn probably won't be retained. 

? TARGETS: One priority is re-signing backup DL Rob 

i Meier. He might look for an opportunity to start 

? elsewhere; Meier has been the backup to DTs Marcus 

: Stroud and John Henderson. There are rumblings the 

? team might part with injury-prone RB Fred Taylor and sign 
H Edgerrin James, but that is unlikely. A more realistic target 
? is OLB Will Witherspoon, who played for Del Rio in 

: Carolina. Also look for the Jags to make a big push for 

? Saints C LeCharles Bentley as part of an overhaul of the 
i Offensive line. Signing him would allow Brad Meester to 

? move back to guard, where he seems most comfortable, 

: and address concerns about LG Vince Manuwai, who has 
? a tenuous hold on the job. —Bart Hubbuch 


_ TENNESSEE 


: CAP SPACE: The team is about $6 million under the cap 
? and hopes to clear more space by negotiating a new deal 
: with QB Steve MeNair. The Titans won't make any 

: blockbuster deals; instead, they will try to add affordable 
i players at wide receiver and linebacker. MOVING ON: If 

: the team can't re-sign C Justin Hartwig and S Tank 

: Williams, there will be some shuffling. It would miss 

? Hartwig's steady play and ability to communicate in the 

i trenches. His departure likely would force Eugene Amano 
: into a starting role. The Titans don’t have anyone on the 

H roster to take Williams’ place, so they'd have to look 

: elsewhere. Also, MLB Brad Kassell likely won't re-sign, 

i which leaves a hole in the defense. Kassell provides 

: tenacity, but the team would like to add more speed. 

i Robert Reynolds will be given a chance to win the job in 
: training camp. TARGETS: The Titans will fill out their 

i roster with free-agent additions—and they'll try to do it 

: the way the Patriots have in recent years: They'll target a 

i number of middle-tier players instead of spending a 

? bundle on one or two guys. The Titans are especially 

i young at wide receiver and need to upgrade the talent 

: level there. Patriots WR David Givens would be a perfect 
i fit. Because Williams’ status is unclear, the Titans could 

: explore the free-agent market at safety. An experienced 

i safety who's a good communicator, such as Pittsburgh's 
? Chris Hope, would fit in well. Jim Wyatt 
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WR, 6-0, 215 


Givens is similar 
in size and skills to 
Hines Ward, though 
he isn’t in Ward's 
class—at least not yet. Givens, 25, is a 
receiver on the rise because he has a 
tremendous work ethic, is intelligent and 
has received great training in New 
England. His strengths include his ability 
to get a good release at the line, to 
separate from corners while the ball is in 
the air and to block downfield. Though he 
has a tendency to drop catchable balls, 
Givens makes difficult catches. With his 
upper-body strength, he's a good 
third-down and red zone target. 


Scouting report TOP SUITORS 


1. Raiders 


Julian Peterson 2. Browns 
OLB, 6-3, 235 3. Vikings 


Not many linebackers have Peterson’s skills. He has a 
rare blend of athleticism and speed and is at his best 
playing in space, where he closes quickly and aggressively 
on ballcarriers. He also matches up well against tight ends 
in coverage because of his size and instincts. Last season, 
Peterson returned from an Achilles’ tendon injury that 
sidelined him for most of 2004, and though he played 
tentatively and lacked some burst early on, he gained 
strength and quickness as the season progressed. If he 
can stay healthy in 2006, Peterson, 27, appears primed to 
regain his past playmaking form. 
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SAN DIEGO 


CAP SPACE: At $23 million over the cap, the team is i CAP SPACE:The team needs to shed more than $20 million to get to the cap : CHARGERS 
focused on restructuring contracts rather than making a H limit, so it likely won't be a major player for free agents. But after the league's early i CAP SPACE: The team is about 
splash on the market. But the Broncos could become active  _ flurry of activity, the Chiefs could dive in for help at wide receiver and on the : $20 million under the cap. 

if LT Matt Lepsis and/or DT Gerard Warren surprise them by : defensive line. MOVING ON: Because the Chiefs replace the fullback with an extra : Regardless of whether the Chargers 
not re-signing. MOVING ON: All of the free agents who : tight end or third receiver on up to two-thirds of their plays, it's difficult to see them i re-sign QB Drew Brees—and the 
contributed regularly to the team are expected back. DEJohn ; re-signing FB Tony Richardson, even though they would miss his versatility and : smart bet is they won't—they will be 
Engelberger's return helps with depth should RE Trevor Pryce : lead-blocking ability. DT Lional Dalton's play declined last season, and the team i active. MOVING ON: The team is 
become a salary cap casualty. Denver also has cap issues i could replace him with Junior Siavii or Jimmy Wilkerson, though neitherhas been ready to make third-year QB Philip 
with LE Courtney Brown and lost DE Marco Coleman to : consistent. Losing WR Mare Boerigter would force the team to add reserve help. H Rivers the starter. Brees has been 
retirement. Don't be surprised if the Texans pursue Lepsis. H And it will have to find an experienced backup for QB Trent Green if Todd Collins =: productive, and his leadership would 
Losing him would be a big blow because the team likely : doesn't return. TARGETS: The Chiefs need veteran help at wide receiver, where i be greatly missed. There also is a 
would have to shift George Foster from the right side, where : only Eddie Kennison has been productive for them the past several seasons. ? good chance the Chargers will part 
he's a better fit. The Broncos also could go with Cornell : Kevin Curtis would be a good fit in the Chiefs’ scheme, but he’s a restricted free : with WR Reche Caldwell, who is 
Green at left tackle, but he’s best suited to remain a ; agent and prying him from the Rams figures to be difficult. The Patriots’ David : speedy and talented but has been 
backup. TARGETS: Denver has been linked to WR Terrell i Givens probably will be out of the team’s price range. The Chiefs have shown : plagued by injuries and occasional 
Owens and RB Ricky Williams, but acquiring either is along ; some interest in Terrell Owens but only for a one-year deal. The pass rush needs: dropped passes in key spots. With 
shot. Even before Williams’ latest troubles, the team likely : to improve; only RE Jared Allen has been a consistent presence in the backfield. : WR Vincent Jackson emerging, 
would not have given up a second-round pick for him. } Signing a situational pass rusher makes a lot of sense. The club would be wise to: Caldwell likely won't be missed. 
Denver doesn't have cap space for Owens, Rather than look: _ pursue the Vikings’ Lance Johnstone, who could provide a boost in passing ? TE Justin Peelle could walk as well, 


for outside help at wideout, the team hopes WR David Terrell : situations and rotation relief for Allen and LE Eric Hicks. —Adam Teicher 


: : and that would be a more significant 
can step up and compete for the No. 3 receiver spot. The Sesscsnseeesssnsececsnsescessnsssossnsccssnessecssneccesnnssessnssesssnasseseanssscnnnessenauesecsanassconnuscsennnaseny ; 


loss than most people think. He is a 


Broncos likely will explore low-cost options after the big i solid blocker and capable receiver. 
names have signed in hopes of finding a bargain. The team =: : i i 
could pursue Lions QB Jeff Garcia again because it lacks a : OAKLAND RAIDERS H it tance Hace ie vi 
veteran behind Jake Plummer, and it could go after a : CAP SPACE: The Raiders are about $18 million over the cap. They can get under: seek more money and playing time 
linebacker to improve depth. —Lee Rasizer : by letting some players go and re-signing others to cap-friendly deals. Look for © : elsewhere, Sammy Davis likely will 
? the team to make a few eye-opening moves, as it always does, but probably ; get another crack at nickel back. 
nothing as big as the 2005 signing of RB LaMont Jordan. MOVING ON: The : TARGETS: The Chargers are in need 
Raiders likely will lose CB Charles Woodson and reserve DT Ed Jasper. i of offensive line help and could 
Woodson’s departure would create a lot more cap space. The team drafted : pursue Patriots G Stephen Neal or 
CBs Fabian Washington and Stanford Routt last year as insurance. Both are i Bills G Greg Jerman. The Chargers 
fast and not afraid to challenge receivers. Their shortcomings can be overcome : also want to foster competition in 
: with experience. Tommy Kelly, the logical replacement for Jasper, is strong and i the secondary. Look for them to have 
? energetic and regularly makes big plays. TARGETS: The team first hopes to : interest in Ravens S Will Demps, who 
i re-sign some of its own free agents, in particular S Jarrod Cooper, OT Chad i played at San Diego State and wants 
: Slaughter, DB Renaldo Hill and DT Terdell Sands. Cooper can change games : to return to the area. He might not 
# =: with his reckless abandon. Slaughter is a candidate for the right tackle job if the : be the ballhawk the Chargers want, 
zi team moves Robert Gallery to the left side and either cuts LT Barry Sims or i but he does have the solid coverage 
<: moves him inside. The team also wants to re-sign TEs Randal Williams and Zeron instincts they desperately need. 
2: Flemister. As for outside free agents, look for the Raiders to add a linebacker such : Another target could be the 
&: as Rocky Calmus (Colts) or Julian Peterson (49ers) and perhaps a quarterback : Buccaneers’ Dexter Jackson, who is 
ae such as Jon Kitna (Bengals) or Josh McCown (Cardinals) to succeed Kerry : one of the best playmaking safeties 
: Collins either this season or next. Collins could be released. —Steve Corkran ? on the market. —Kevin Acee 
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NFCEAST 


~NEW YORK : WASHINGTON 


CAP SPACE: The Giants figure to be about $3 million under the cap, which 


: means their focus likely will be on second-tier free agents. Their primary target : GAP SPACE: One of the team's 
i will be a cornerback, but they also will look at linebackers and receivers, i biggest challenges is cutting 
? MOVING ON: The team would like to re-sign CB Will Allen but not at the price : $20 million-plus to create enough 
: he’s going to command. If the Giants are going to spend a lot of money on a : room under the cap to sign free 
corner, they want a better playmaker than Allen. Nick Greisen provides valuable i agents. MOVING ON: DE Demetric 
: depth, but he wants to be a starting middle linebacker, so he probably will leave. : Evans wants to stay, but he also wants 
: TARGETS: The Giants might look at safeties, but they probably will place a ? to bea starter; that will not happen 
; i higher premium on a playmaking cornerback. Deshea Townsend makes sense unless Renaldo Wynn is released. Nic 
z because of his history in Pittsburgh with Giants coordinator Tim Lewis. Ty Law, H Clemons is a possible replacement for 
=: 32, also could be an option, though the team would prefer someone younger. If : Evans. He has good size and a huge 
, 2 the Giants decide to go after a safety, the Steelers’ Chris Hope would be the top : wingspan, but he remains a raw talent 
Gurode ) S: choice. The Rams’ Adam Archuleta also will be high on the list, but he might be who needs experience. SS Ryan Clark 
} 2 too expensive. The Giants likely will address the need at linebacker inthe draft js a good fit in the team’s multiple 
? and spend their remaining money on a reliable No. 3 receiver who eventually : defenses and would like to stay. If he 
D ALL AS H could replace Amani Toomer as the No, 2 wideout. The team could target a i goes, Pierson Prioleau likely will 
: speed receiver such as the Texans’ Corey Bradford or a possession receiver : replace him. TE Robert Royal is not 
CAP SPACE: The team is about $12 million under the cap. ; Such as the Seahawks’ Joe Jurevicius or the Patriots’ David Givens. The price i the most talented player, but he 
It might not make as big of a free-agent splash as last year, : probably will be the deciding factor. —Ralph Vacchiano : always gives a good effort. He would 
but it could go after a right tackle, a free safety and a i : i be replaced by Robert Johnson, a 
receiver. MOVING ON: The team has three contributors— i APOE ERR EEE ESSE EASES EAESSSEEEREESEEREEEEEEED DRESS EEE ESSE EESEEESSEEEESESSESEEER ED EHES SEERA SESAME ESSENSE ESSA EEE ESEE ESSE ESOS $ massive player who could become a 
blocking TE Dan Campbell, G Andre Gurode and LB Scott : i decent starter with more experience. 
Fujita—who could leave, but none of the departures would —: ? TARGETS: Coach Joe Gibbs says most 
have a big impact. Campbell is the kind of gritty player H PH | LADELP H IA i of the pieces are in place for the 
coach Bill Parcells always has liked, but he couldn't help : CAP SPACE: The club has room under the cap—about $8 million—and could : Redskins to improve, and now he 
the running game get cranked up for much of lastseason. : make more room with some personnel moves. The plan is to target at least one : wants to do the fine-tuning necessary 
The Cowboys have vacillated from year to yearon whether — ;  starting-caliber free agent and increase depth. MOVING ON: RT Jon Runyan : to take the team to the next level. The 
they view Gurode as a backup or a starter. Now, they just i plans to test the market and is looking for a big payday. If the Eagles lose him, i most obvious need is at wide receiver. 
know they want him back. Fujita did a solid job startingon : they will replace him with second-year pro Todd Herremans or a first-round pick : The team could make a run at 
the weak side in the second half of last season, but the : in the draft. The team would like to bring back WLB Keith Adams to be a key : Antwaan Randle El. He is a versatile 
team will try to upgrade that position even if it re-signs him. : backup and special teams captain. But if another team offers Adams starter ? wideout, and he would give the team 
Fujita never will be a dominant outside linebacker, and : money, he likely will leave. The club could use either Matt McCoy, a 2005 : a dependable punt returner capable 
that's what the team needs in the 3-4. TARGETS: Steelers  : second-round pick, or former starter Mark Simoneau on the weak side. : of game-breaking plays. The Seahawks 
FS Chris Hope is an intriguing option, but the team must : TARGETS: After releasing DT Corey Simon last year, the team struggled with its i want to keep Joe Jurevicius, but he 
avoid putting too much money into one area. CB Anthony : inside pass rush. Seahawks DT Rocky Bernard has the ability to collapse the ? would be a good fit with the Redskins. 
Henry already has a big contract, and SS Roy Williams : pocket, and his presence would divert attention from speed-rushing DEs Jevon H He is a big, strong receiver with 
and CB Terence Newman will be free agents in the next i Kearse and Trent Cole and allow them to be more effective. WR Antwaan Randle : deceptive speed who would take 
couple of years and will require huge deals, Antwaan i El has good downfield speed and could flourish in a more pass-oriented offense i pressure off WR Santana Moss. The 
Randle El would fill a need at punt returner and is a ? such as the Eagles’. The team is looking for a No. 2 quarterback with Donovan : team must address offensive line 
big-play threat at receiver. After looking at the available ? McNabb coming off sports hernia surgery and might pursue Bengals backup H depth. Ray Brown, last year’s top 
right tackles, the team may decide it’s better to use a : Jon Kitna. It also could try to land a good blocking tight end to complement : backup, has retired, and the Redskins 
first- or second-round draft pick on one and inject some i Starter LJ. Smith, find a big running back to team with Brian Westbrook and ; need a lineman who can play several 
youth into the line. Jean-Jacques Taylor : add depth at linebacker—especially if Adams leaves. —Mark Eckel : positions. Paul Woody 


Scouting report (Rxeeesei 


Rocky Bernard Siento 
DT, 6-3, 293 


More of a follower than a leader, Bernard underachieved 
when the Seahawks’ defense featured too many 
knuckleheads. But everything changed in 2005 when he 
was surrounded by leaders who always played hard. 
Bernard finished with 8% sacks, up from 314 in 2004, and 
his nine passes defensed over the past two seasons 
indicate he can be disruptive even when he doesn't get to 
the quarterback. He is fairly lean for the position but has 
great strength and good quickness. He started six games 
but played almost 55 percent of the snaps last season. 
Bernard, 26, will continue to produce under the right 
circumstances, but he won't carry a defense. 
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CHICAGO BEARS | 


CAP SPACE: The team has about 
$17 million in cap room, which will 
allow it to be aggressive in the 
free-agent market. G.M. Jerry Angelo 
isn't one to throw a lot of money at 
one player, so multiple needs could 
be addressed. The Bears need a wide 
receiver—ideally someone who can 
return kicks—and depth on the 
offensive line. They also must address 
holes in the secondary. MOVING ON: 
CB Jerry Azumah's play appears to be 
in decline, so the team will let him 
become a free agent. But there aren't 
any obvious candidates on the roster 
to replace him as nickel back, though 
S Mike Green still could return to that 
role despite falling out of favor with 
the coaches. RG Terrence Metcalf, 
who is strong but injury-prone, could 
be re-signed for the right price, but 
the club has covered itself by signing 
Roberto Garza to a long-term deal. 
TARGETS: It's no secret the team will 
be one of the top suitors for 

WR Antwaan Randle El. He would 

be a huge upgrade on special 

teams for the Bears, who fumbled 
through most of last season with 
Bobby Wade as the punt returner. 
Randle El also would fill the need for 
a slot receiver. The Bears might 
target Rams SS Adam Archuleta, who 
is familiar with coach Lovie Smith's 
schemes, but they likely won't 

spend a lot to get him. The team 
could go after a quarterback, too, 
perhaps Brian Griese if he is 
released by the Buccaneers. If the 
Bears allocate any money for 
improving their offensive line depth, 
look for them to spend it on retaining 
Metcalf. —Brad Biggs 


DETROITLIONS | 


CAP SPACE: The team is about 

$9 million under the cap and will use 
most of that space to deal with its 
19 unrestricted free agents. But 


: there's room for two or three 

? significant moves. MOVING ON: 

: Several contributors from last season 
: could leave: pass-rushing specialist 
: Kalimba Edwards, MLB Earl Holmes, 


QB Jeff Garcia, LG Kyle Kosier and 
KR Eddie Drummond. Teddy Lehman 


: would replace Holmes, a veteran 


pickup could replace Garcia, and a 
late-round draft pick could replace 


Drummond. TARGETS: The Lions gave : 


LT Jeff Backus the franchise tag and 


i will try to sign him to a long-term deal 
: in the next couple of weeks. But even if : 
: they can't work that out, they're : 


prepared to pay big dollars to keep 
him. If QB Joey Harrington won't 
restructure his contract, the team won't 
have much money to sign a veteran 


: quarterback to be Harrington's backup 
i and possibly challenge him for the 


starting job. So Drew Brees would not 
be an option, but the team could 


: pursue the Bengals’ Jon Kitna, the 


Cardinals’ Josh McCown or the Bucs’ 
Brian Griese (if he’s released). 
Offensive line depth is a concern 
because the team could lose Kosier, a 
Starter, and backup Gs Brock 


Gutierrez and Tyrone Hopson. Don't be 
: surprised if the Lions take theirtime 
: filling the starting guard spot. There 


aren't a lot of options available right 


? now, which means prices might be too 


inflated for the Lions. On defense, the 


team will try to re-sign DL Jared 


DeVries, who is a valuable commodity 
because he can play inside and 
outside effectively. —Tom Kowalski 


| GREEN BAY PACKERS 


CAP SPACE: The club has roughly $19 million, 
among the most in the league. That doesn’t mean 
conservative G.M. Ted Thompson will spend it, but it 
does give him options, particularly if he needs to go 
after a quarterback. The cap space will be beneficial 
later in the free-agent period, when teams have to cut 
salaries to afford players they need. MOVING ON: 
The club expects to lose K Ryan Longwell, who won't 
be easy to replace. Expect it to sign a veteran, but the 
Packers also will draft a kicker. It's possible LE Aaron 
Kampman will leave, but the team will make a strong 
effort to re-sign him. Expect RB Najeh Davenport, 

OT Kevin Barry, WR Rod Gardner and NT Grady 
Jackson and maybe RB Ahman Green to bolt. The club would take all of them back but isn't going to sink 
a lot of money into any of them. The team also might part with LB Na’ll Diggs. TARGETS: |f QB Brett Favre 
retires, the team will have to consider Drew Brees. Other possibilities are Damon Huard (Chiefs) or Sage 
Rosenfels (Dolphins). The club might look at defensive tackles such as Orpheus Roye (Browns), Rocky 
Bernard (Seahawks) or Gerard Warren (Broncos). And DE Raheem Brock (Colts) could be pursued if 
Kampman leaves. Panthers LB Will Witherspoon would be a good fit because he's cheap and fast. Most 
of the good safeties, such as Chris Hope (Steelers), are too expensive. On offense, RB Samkon Gado 
figures to start, but the club will look at a runner. Chester Taylor (Ravens) and Maurice Morris 
(Seahawks) are options. The team probably will be able to retain C Mike Flanagan. —Tom Silverstein 


=z 
< 
: 
2 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


CAP SPACE: The team will have about $25 million in cap space, and owner Zygi Wilf has promised 

to spend whatever amount is necessary to improve. A megadeal or two should not be ruled out. The team 
already has surprised CB Brian Williams by giving him the transition tag. MOVING ON: If the Vikings 
decide to trade QB Daunte Culpepper, they need to find a backup—and long-term replacement—for 
starter Brad Johnson, 37. If Culpepper stays, a competent backup for Johnson will be needed until 
Culpepper returns from a knee injury. Josh McCown (Cardinals), Jon Kitna (Bengals) and Gus Frerotte, if 
the Dolphins release him, are options. The team probably will look to the draft to replace S Corey 
Chavous. If DE Lance Johnstone moves on, Erasmus James is ready to assume Johnstone's third-down 
pass-rush role. TARGETS: The team must improve the offensive line and consider the running backs who 
are available. RT Jon Runyan played for new coach Brad Childress with the Eagles and would know what 
the Vikings expect from the position. OLBs Julian Peterson (49ers) and Will Witherspoon (Panthers) 
could become attractive to the team, considering the likely need to replace two starting linebackers. 
They're the kind of fast, sideline-to-sideline players who would allow coordinator Mike Tomlin to run an 
effective cover 2 defense. The team might not want to pony up for RB Shaun Alexander as the 
replacement for departing Michael Bennett, but it might be willing to pay for the versatility of RB Edgerrin 
James. RB Maurice Morris, Alexander's backup with the Seahawks, also would be a good fit in the West 
Coast offense. The team hopes to re-sign massive, physical G Toniu Fonoti (6-4, 350). —Kevin Seifert 


TOP SUITORS 
1. Vikings 
2. Cardinals 


Scouting report 


Edgerrin James 
RB, 6-0, 214 


A relentless runner, competent receiver and tenacious 
blocker, James, 27, still has several quality years ahead of 
him. He's coming off one of his best—a season in which he 
was tougher than ever to bring down. Though he doesn't 
provide many highlight-reel rushes, he is a powerful runner 
for his size who maintains a low center of gravity and is 
shifty when hitting the hole. James produced 115 first 
downs last season, which demonstrated his ability to wear 
down defenses and sustain drives. 
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Scouting report 


Jon Runyan 
RT, 6-7, 330 


Always an excellent run blocker, Runyan has 
developed into a very good pass protector in the 
Eagles’ pass-happy offense. Top-notch speed 
rushers still present an occasional problem for 
him, but he has improved against such players in 
the past couple of seasons. Although he is 32, 
Runyan is showing few, if any, signs of age. 
Durability isn’t a concern, either; he hasn't missed 
a start in the past nine seasons. Runyan would 
like to stay with the Eagles but will test the market 
and go to the highest bidder. 


NFCSOUTH 


ATLANTA 


CAP SPACE: The team is about 

$2 million over the cap, so it will have 
to cut a few players and restructure 
the contracts of RB Warrick Dunn 
and RT Todd Weiner to be able to fill 
its biggest need: a good safety. 
MOVING ON: DE Brady Smith's 
age—he will be 33 next season—lack 
of durability and high salary will force 
the team to cut him and slide 
Chauncey Davis into his spot. TE Eric 
Beverly also will be cut because his 
potential replacement, Dwayne 
Blakley, is faster and more athletic. 
Ss Bryan Scott and Keion Carpenter 
will be gone; they were ineffective in 
2005. Scott will be cut, and 
Carpenter is a free agent. The Falcons 
also will let LT Kevin Shaffer leave 
and will replace him with Frank 
Omiyale, who fits well in the team’s 
zone-blocking scheme. 

TARGETS: The team must use a 
first- or second-round draft choice on 
a safety, but it's imperative a veteran 
such as Tank Williams (Titans), Will 
Demps (Ravens), Corey Chavous 
(Vikings) or Adam Archuleta (Rams) 
be in place to groom the rookie. The 
team needs someone who can be a 
factor against the run; Williams could 
be the best fit because he wouldn't 
be extremely expensive and can play 
the run. Archuleta times his hits 
better in coverage, but he might be 
too expensive. Chavous is good in 
coverage but doesn’t have the burst 
or strength the team needs. The 
Falcons also want to re-sign K Todd 
Peterson, nickel back Chris Cash and 
DT Antwan Lake, but none is a high 
priority. —George Henry 
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TOP SUITORS 
1. Buccaneers 
2. Vikings 

3. Bills 


_ CAROLINA 


H CAP SPACE: With the team more than $5 million over the cap, its free-agent activity should be light. 

: The focus will be on re-signing its key free agents. MOVING ON: The Panthers will attempt to re-sign 

: WLB Will Witherspoon, but there are options if he leaves. Thomas Davis could be ready to start. He 

: has the quickness to be effective in coverage and as a pass rusher, but his recognition skills aren't as 

i sharp as Witherspoon's. Although RB DeShaun Foster's durability is a concern, the team secured him 

: for next season by giving him the transition tag. The Panthers also would like to re-sign SS Marlon 

: McCree, who was a pleasant surprise in his first season with the club. C Jeff Mitchell has anchored 

: the line and an effort will be made to keep him, but Geoff Hangartner is ready if Mitchell's price gets 

i too high. RG Tutan Reyes was adequate last season, but the team probably will let him go to clear the 

? way for Evan Mathis. TARGETS: The team realized the importance of continuity when it let several 

: starters depart after the 2003 season. That contributed to a disappointing '04 season. So keeping 
Foster is one of the club’s offseason priorities. The team will try to improve its talent at wide receiver. It 

: has a premier weapon in Steve Smith but would like a big possession receiver opposite him. Joe 

: Jurevicius (Seahawks) would be a perfect fit, and the team also may be willing to gamble on Koren 

: Robinson (Vikings). If Chris Weinke leaves, backup quarterback will be a priority because Stefan 
LeFors isn't ready for the No. 2 role. —Pat Yasinskas 


NEW ORLEANS 


CAP SPACE: The Saints are $8 million to 
$10 million below the cap. They aren't set up to be 

: major players because they have the No. 2 pick in 

: the draft. They'll be more active if new coach Sean 

: Payton decides to replace some starters. 

MOVING ON: The team will lose two major free 
agents, C LeCharles Bentley and LE Darren 
Howard. The loss of Howard will be eased by 
Charles Grant and Will Smith. Bentley's 
replacement must be able to play immediately. 

No. 3 WR Az-Zahir Hakim probably won't return, but 

: Devery Henderson can take over. RBs Antowain 

i Smith and Anthony Thomas might be let go. 

: TARGETS: The team needs to address the 
quarterback and offensive line positions, and it also 
will attempt to make improvements at linebacker, 

: comerback and punt returner. The Saints likely will 

: try to trade QB Aaron Brooks for a midround draft pick. They also might release him. They probably won't 

: go after Drew Brees or pursue a trade for Daunte Culpepper. The team might decide it's fine with what it 
has at quarterback: Todd Bouman, Adrian McPherson and possibly the No. 2 pick. Or it could release 
Bouman and pursue a veteran such as Jon Kitna (Bengals). There is an outside chance the team will 
pursue a younger quarterback such as Josh McCown (Cardinals), then trade down in the draft to address 
other areas. The Saints will be happy to fill the other areas of need with talent that is as good as the 

: talent they are losing, but—like any team—they hope a change will result in an upgrade. —Mike Triplett 
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TAMPA BAY 


CAP SPACE: The team is about 

$19 million over the cap but plans to 
be active in the market after likely 
cutting QB Brian Griese and trying to 
restructure the contracts of some 

of its highest-paid players, including 
RE Simeon Rice, WLB Derrick 
Brooks and DT Anthony McFarland. 
MOVING ON: If the team can't re-sign 
NT Chris Hovan, it could move 
McFarland to nose tackle and fill his 
under tackle spot with a platoon of 
Ellis Wyms and Dewayne White. 

RT Kenyatta Walker is replaceable. 
The team could move LT Anthony 
Davis to the right side, with 
second-year pro Chris Colmer starting 
on the left if Walker leaves. S Dexter 
Jackson is solid, but the team gets 
virtually the same production from 
backup Will Allen. Griese likely will be 
released, but the team has QBs Tim 
Rattay and Luke McCown in reserve. 
TARGETS: Re-signing QB Chris 
Simms, a restricted free agent, is 


i Job 1, and re-signing Hovan is Job 2. 


The team has K Billy Cundiff but 
wants to re-sign Matt Bryant, one of 
the league's better kickers when 
healthy. The Bucs could make a bid 
for Seahawks DT Rocky Bernard. At 
under tackle, Bernard would be an 
upgrade over McFarland because 
he does a better job of beating 
double-teams. Colts DT Larry 
Tripplett would be cheaper but not 
as much of an improvement. The 
team likely will bid for Eagles RT Jon 
Runyan. He would allow the Bucs to 
balance their offense after running 
predominantly to the left side last 
season. —Roy Cummings 


Scouting report 


C, 6-2, 313 


Bentley should be a popular free agent 
because he’s one of the NFUs best at a thin 
position. He has only two seasons of starting 
experience at center after beginning his pro career 
as a guard, but he has adapted quickly to the 
cerebral part of the position. Though he is 
somewhat athletic, his reputation has been built 
mostly on his nasty, physical style. leammates say 
they feed off his attitude, and he’s popular in the 
locker room. It’s possible Bentley, a two-time Pro 
Bowl choice, could play guard for his new team. 


ARIZONA 


CAP SPACE: With about a $15 million 
cap surplus, the team likely will be a 
major player. Coach Dennis Green 
plans to acquire a handful of free 
agents so the club can get help in 
several areas instead of going for one 
marquee addition. MOVING ON: 

QB Josh McCown, who started 22 
games the past three seasons, will be 
the biggest loss. QB John Navarre, 
who has been unimpressive in limited 
duty, will move into the backup role 
behind Kurt Warner. The club would 
be wise to re-sign NT Russell Davis, 
who spent most of 2005 on injured 
reserve but is a strong run defender, 
and versatile FB Obafemi Ayanbadejo. 
TARGETS: Much attention will be 
focused on making upgrades at 
center and right guard. The team 
needs a savvy veteran to play center; 
someone such as the Titans’ Justin 
Hartwig or the Saints’ LeCharles 
Bentley would be perfect. At guard, 
the Lions’ Brock Gutierrez and the 
Vikings’ Toniu Fonoti are intriguing. 
Fonoti (6-4, 350) has the size Green 
likes, but he comes with some 
baggage. On defense, the club needs 
another run-stuffing tackle, especially 
if it can’t re-sign Davis, but it might 
have to find one in the draft. The 
team likely will try to bring in a free 
safety to replace or challenge Robert 
Griffith. The Steelers’ Chris Hope and 
the Ravens’ Will Demps are young and 
athletic. The Cardinals also could seek 
a free-agent running back such as 
Edgerrin James. Because they have 
so many needs, though, they might not 
want to devote a big chunk of cap 
space to one player. —Kent Somers 


TOP SUITORS 
1. Cardinals 
2. Jaguars 
3. Dolphins 


: "ST.LOUIS 


H CAP SPACE:The Rams have about $10 million of cap space, which could grow 
H by a couple million if they renegotiate WR Isaac Bruce's contract. The team will 
i be active and might have enough money to add a couple of big-name players. 


MOVING ON: DT Ryan Pickett and SS Adam Archuleta are the team's most 


: high-profile free agents; whether they return will be crucial to the offseason 

i strategy. At the urging of defensive coordinator Jim Haslett, the team wants to 

? re-sign Archuleta. The club seems more lukewarm about Pickett, an underrated 

i run stopper coming off a career year. DL Tyoka Jackson and DT Damione Lewis 

: will be back only if the price is right. TARGETS: The team will focus on defense. 

i Haslett needs more impact players on the line, at linebacker and in the 

? secondary. If Pickett doesn’t return, the Seahawks’ Rocky Bernard would be an 

i ideal inside pass-rushing complement to LE Leonard Little. DE Darren Howard, 

: who played for Haslett in New Orleans, is a possibility. Although he has had injury 
i issues over the years, Howard (6-3, 275) can play on both running and passing 

: downs and is capable of double-digit sacks. He also would add needed bulk on 

: the line. The Rams’ free-agent options at cornerback are limited because the 

: Vikings put a transition tag on Brian Williams and the Bills put a franchise tag on 
: Nate Clements. On offense, QB Sage Rosenfels, who worked for new coach 

? Scott Linehan last season with the Dolphins, could be one option to compete for 
: the No. 2 job behind Marc Bulger. —Jim Thomas 


SAN FRANCISCO 


CAP SPACE: The club is about $11 million under the salary cap. It figures to be 
active but judicious in its spending after only recently emerging from years of cap 
problems. MOVING ON: Free-agent FB Fred Beasley is a tough runner and solid 
receiver out of the backfield but lost his starting job to Chris Hetherington last 
year and likely won't be re-signed. Hetherington likely will re-sign. OLB Julian 
Peterson figures to go, particularly if the club brings back its other free-agent 
linebackers, including Brandon Moore, who could take over Peterson's job. 
Moore has good speed but must improve his angles when dropping into pass 


i coverage. TARGETS: The club will try hard to retain its other free-agent 


linebackers, such as ILB Derek Smith, who has emerged as its most consistent 
run defender, OLB Andre Carter, a versatile defender who also can play end, 

and Moore. Re-signing K Joe Nedney, the 49ers’ best offensive weapon at times 
last season, is a top priority. Finding more options for QB Alex Smith in the 
passing game is a must. Steelers WR Antwaan Randle El and Texans WR Corey 
Bradford have the speed to stretch the field, a skill that would fit new coordinator 
Norv Turner's scheme. TE Justin Peelle, a good receiver stuck behind Antonio 
Gates with the Chargers, is a possibility. The cornerback position lacks depth 
after the release of Ahmed Plummer. The team also might add a veteran 
quarterback to mentor Smith. —Dennis Georgatos 


SEATTLE 


CAP SPACE: The Seahawks could have more than 

$15 million in cap space. That's enough money to re-sign 
key free agents and a couple of starting-caliber players 
from other teams. MOVING ON: The Seahawks would like 
to retain RB Shaun Alexander, but they have had two years 
to sign him to a long-term deal and have been unable to 
do so. If Alexander leaves, coach Mike Holmgren should 
feel comfortable handing more of the load to QB Matt 
Hasselbeck. The offense would still function well if the 
team finds a back who can put up 1,200 rushing yards 
and 40 to 50 catches. Backup RB Maurice Morris also is 
a free agent and could find an opportunity elsewhere. On 
defense, the Seahawks might lose emerging DT Rocky 
Bernard. The market covets pass-rushing interior linemen, 
and Bernard was among the best last season. If he leaves, 
DT Marcus Tubbs could take on a larger role. TARGETS: 
Team president Tim Ruskell will look for low-profile, 
high-effort players who fit well in the locker room. Now is not 
the time to start spending big money on big-name players 
with baggage. The Seahawks might need reinforcements at 
receiver, running back, defensive end, outside linebacker and 
safety. They succeeded in going young on defense last 
season; that trend is likely to continue. Ruskell has a 


penchant for pursuing players he signed or drafted elsewhere, 


which makes Bucs S Dexter Jackson a possibility. The team 
wants to re-sign No. 3 WR Joe Jurevicius, but it will get stiff 
competition from other teams. —Mike Sando 
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(| Here's a short story: The receiver position is evolving in the NFL. ) 


—— 


Finding ways to show the 
little guys some love 


ot long ago, small 
receivers had the same 
stigma as small closets. 
But in the last year, that 
has started to change. 

Now, teams have two models 
to point to in the Panthers’ Steve 
Smith and the Redskins’ Santana 
Moss. Now, everyone knows it is 
possible to be small and efficient. 
Now, having a little receiver is 
kind of chic, like having a 
maltipoo. 

And so teams are warming to 
Sinorice Moss, Santana’s brother, 
who measured in at 5-8 at the NFL 
Combine last week. But his 
physical stature still is affecting 
his draft stature; he is expected 
to be a second-round pick. If 
Moss were 5-11, he’d probably be 
chosen 20 spots ahead of where 
he will go. 

Even though Smith and 
Santana Moss had outstanding 
seasons, short receivers still have 
limitations. 

Playing strength is a big deal 
for small receivers because most 
of them struggle getting off jams 
against bigger, more powerful NFL 
cornerbacks. Fast little guys 
rarely get to show their speed if 
they don’t have some muscle, 
too. “Not only does he have to be 
willing to be physical and capable 
of being physical, but he has to 
be able to hold up doing it,” says 
Ravens coach Brian Billick, whose 
team drafted 5-10 receiver Mark 
Clayton in the first round last 
year. “Does he invariably get hurt 
during the course of the season 
because of the physicality he has 
to play with against bigger guys?” 

Small receivers might be 
catching a break. Corners 
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In the NFL, Sinorice Moss’ speed will make him dangerous in space— 
though not on vertical routes. He’ll fit nicely in the slot. 


probably are bumping less these 
days because the chuck rule is 
being called more strictly. 

A wave of taller cornerbacks 
also makes the NFL a little more 


inviting for little guy receivers. 
Against taller corners, small 
receivers can use their quickness 
to create separation, especially 

if the corners are playing 
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man-to-man, 

The NFL team that selects 
Moss can’t rely on defenses to 
accommodate their undersized 
receiver. It needs a plan. “You 
have to be prepared to scheme to 
them if you take one,” Falcons 
general manager Rich McKay 
says. “Carolina, for instance, 
takes a guy with great running 
skill and finds ways to get him the 
ball quickly on screens and things 
that don’t involve throwing the 
ball 20 yards downfield. So size 
takes a back seat.” 

Even though Sinorice is fast, 
that doesn’t mean he can bea 
vertical threat. “Hitting a little 
man down the field, unless he’s 
got Olympic speed and can get 
that kind of separation, is hard to 
do because of the yards you have 
to clear the defender,” Billick 
says. “You need to get the ball in 
his hands quicker. That could 
mean handing it off, reverses, 
more shallows, quick screens, 
hitches.” 

The ticket for most smaller 
receivers is lining up in the slot. 
But one AFC scouting director 
questions whether Sinorice can 
do that. “He’s so fast he’s ‘out of 
control at times,” he says. “He’s 
not that nifty of a route runner.” 

A player with Sinorice’s 
quickness is most dangerous in 
space. He’s least dangerous in a 
crowd, such as in the red zone. 
He can’t get open, and he doesn’t 
provide much of a target for the 
quarterback to throw to—or even 
see. “The other limitation with a 
little guy is how accurate does my 
quarterback have to be?” Billick 
says. “A little man has to have 
leap and hands and reach. A little 
man that's a body catcher, you’re 
dead. You can’t be that accurate.” 

Sinorice is no body catcher. He 
can extend and come down with 
balls away from his body. 

But if he were a few inches 
taller, he would be a better target 
for his quarterback—and a lesser 
target for his skeptics. TSN 


A tale of two brothers 


Everyone would agree that last season Santana 
Moss played like the first-round draft pick he was. So 
why shouldn't his kid brother be a first-round pick? 

Sinorice Moss is shorter, but he plays faster and 
stronger than Santana, according to Saints receivers 
coach Curtis Johnson, who coached both players at the 
University of Miami. “Sinorice is more explosive, a bit 
faster” Johnson says. “He's a rocket. Santana is more 
side to side. Sinorice has a little better lower body, 
more of a power-packed guy, where Santana is more 
like a ballerina’ 

Johnson says Sinorice has the “strength genes” and 
points to his 400-pound squat. Though Sinorice 
sometimes gets knocked off routes, Johnson says he is 
“a lot stronger” than his brother in the weight room. 

Also, Santana was a more accomplished return 
man coming out of Miami, which added to his value. 


Santana 5-9% 184 4.45 
Sinorice 5-8 185 4.43 


The numbers were taken from the 2001 and 2006 
Combines, except for Santana’s 40-yard dash time, 
which was from his individual workout in 2001. He did 
not run at the Combine. 


R 


The hope is for Reggie Bush to 
become a poster child for the 
league in the same way Peyton 
Manning has. From the looks 
of it, he will. 


Think Bush isn't worthy of such praise yet? Let 
Dan Pompei know at sportingnews.com. 


If | were running a team that needed a quarterback, 
Drew Brees’ telephone would be ringing the 
moment the free-agent signing period began. 
Here's hoping Mike Holmgren doesn't decide to 
pack it in after this season. The NFL needs more 
good coaches, not fewer. 

Contract extensions recently signed by Marvin 
Lewis and Jack Del Rio will benefit the Bengals and 
Jaguars. Continuity is the single most underrated 
aspect of NFL success. 

lf Mike Martz can make Joey Harrington into a top 
quarterback, he will be the NFl’s most sought-after 
head coaching candidate next season. 

Free-agent kicker Adam Vinatieri would be crazy to 
leave New England, where he is a rock star. 


An interesting piece of information that won't 
show up in any of the Combine reports given 
to NFL teams: Southern California RB F 

ush, who weighed in at 201 pounds, was so 
lean and fit he had six-pack abs when he 


took off his shirt for scouts. His USC backfield 
mate LenDale White did not. White, who 
owned up to tipping the scales at 258 
pounds at the end of the season but says he 
played as light as 233, weighed 238 at the 
Combine. > QB Michael Vick isn’t the only 
one who thinks the Falcons’ offense needs a 
few tweaks. Falcons coaches are working on 
tailoring the passing game to better suit Vick’s 
rare abilities. Look for Atlanta to run more 
plays in which Vick is on the move. He'll be 
encouraged to set up at different points in the 
backfield. Vick will be operating more on the 
edge, and the team will deploy a moving 
pocket. The Falcons are planning to use fewer 
of the three- to five-step drops that are the 
staple of the West Coast passing game. 
Additionally, look for the team to use more 
designed quarterback runs. > Even NFL 
general managers need continuing education. 
That's why they got together in Indianapolis 
while at the Combine for a seminar of sorts. 
Several respected G.M.s spoke about 
different topics, such as hiring a coach, salary 
cap problems and dealing with the media. > 
The Ravens have virtually no interest in 
trading disgruntled MLB . In fact, 
the team recently turned away Redskins 
owner , who pretty much offered 


anything except FedEx Field for Lewis. This 
issue is all about Lewis’ contract. Some 
members of the Ravens’ front office are upset 
with Lewis’ new agent, , who they 
believe lured Lewis to sign with him by 
promising Lewis a bigger contract. > The 
Bengals want free agent (itna to return 
as Cz ’almer’s backup, but now they 
aren't willing to pay him what they offered him 
in October. At the time, the team offered to 
make Kitna the NFUs second-highest-paid 
backup quarterback. If Kitna is not offered a 
starting job by another team, chances are he 
will return to Cincinnati, where he is 
comfortable. Kitna does not appear interested 
in going to a team that offers only the 
opportunity to compete for a starting job, as 
he has been burned in those situations in the 
past. > The Packers front office and coaching 
staff are hoping QB e will announce 
he has decided to return for another season. 
None of the Packers’ decision makers wants 
Favre to retire. But if he does, there will be a 
silver lining. His retirement would clear close 
to $8 million in cap space, but the Packers 
likely wouldn't use the extra space on a top 
free-agent quarterback. They would go with 
2005 first-round pick 4 rs as the 
starter and sign a veteran to back him up or 
possibly compete with him. The Packers, 
however, will be more active in signing free 
agents at other positions if Favre quits. Favre 
is expected to make his decision public within 
the next few weeks. 
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JAY DROWNS / TSN 


( Nextel Cup rookies can spin out if they 
\ don't have sufficient stability. j 


Balance is the key, rookie-san 


lint Bowyer looked like 
any wide-eyed kid from 
Kansas seeing the Big 

Apple for the first time. 

As the skyline came into 
view, he bounded across the aisle 
of Richard Childress Racing's 
EMB 120 Brasilia and craned over 
passengers, hoping for a glimpse 
of the Statue of Liberty or Yankee 
Stadium or the Empire State 
Building. 

After landing, Bowyer, 26, 
yearned to see Times Square, but 
time was not on his side last 
Tuesday. A van waited to whisk 
him off to the unveiling of The 
Sopranos car he will drive 
March 12 in Las Vegas. 

From the view atop Silvercup 
Studios in Long Island City, he 
could see Manhattan across 
the East River, but that’s the 
closest Bowyer came to taking a 
bite out of the Big Apple. There 
was work waiting for him back 
at the Welcome, N.C., shop 
before he had to leave for last 
weekend's events at California 
Speedway. 

Welcome to the glamorous 
world of Nextel Cup racing. Long 
gone are the days when drivers 
could even think of working on 
their cars. For the short period of 
time that is spent racing, the 
commitments outside the cockpit 
are exponentially greater. 

Bowyer is busy enough in the 
car, considering he’s running full 
time in the Busch and Cup series. 
Before the season started, he 
tested in both series at Las Vegas 
and Daytona. For his sponsors, he 
has traveled to the Jack Daniel's 
distillery in Lynchburg, Tenn., to 
General Motors in Detroit twice 
and to Las Vegas. 

For drivers accustomed solely 
to racing, the weight of the 
extracurricular schedule can be 
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Balance is important for rookies such as Bowyer. Not getting hurt is important for The Sopranos characters. 


heavy, even with the luxury of 
private transportation. If a young 
competitor lacks a solid support 
system, it’s easy to spin out of 
control. Organizations must find 
ways of insulating drivers to 
avoid burnout. 

Bowyer has noticed a distinct 
difference in the demands after 
his entry into Cup. 

“There’s a lot less home time,” 
he says. “But that’s what goes 
along with the job.” 

Bowyer, who formerly worked 
in a body shop, misses the 
hands-on part of the job. He 
remembers building cars late into 
the night. Humility has kept him 
more grounded than many young 
drivers on the circuit. 

Bowyer’s concentration is 
where it should be: on racing— 


not on the buying power of a right balance between on- and 

young athlete who suddenly is off-track responsibilities is the 

rich. key to a competitor's long-term 
RCR knows that finding the success. TSN 


peedreads — 


NASCAR's push to expand outside the United States will accelerate the 
push to use unleaded gas. Although the idea has been under 
consideration for a while, the commitment to unleaded fuel has to be in 
place before a race in Canada lands on the schedule. 

Robby Gordon's 
move to DEI 
engines will give 
him the boost of 
horsepower he 
needs asa 
single-car owner 
competing against 
the giants. 


SOMBNAAAWN 


[9 


The Penske Dodges continued to be the class of the 
field-in qualifying, Kart Busch won his first pole of the 


season at California. When team owner Roger Penske was 


informed that his car was tops in qualifying, he assumed it was 

Ryan Newman in the No. 12 car. Both Penske teams and the No. 43 
driven by Bobby Labonte continue to use Intrepids. Penske says he'll race 
whichever Dodge—intrepid or Chatger—is the most competitive. 


Race teams 
shouldn't 


departure 


, from 
a NASCAR as a 
; sign that the Car of 
Tomorrow is dead in the water. Nelson, 


the former vice president of research and development, 
left NASCAR to start his own company. His first client will 
be NASCAR, and the project will be the COT and 
research and development of safety procedures. After 
winning two Daytona 500s and a championship as a 
crew chief, Nelson started working for NASCAR in 1992. 
At least 16 templates are available for the Car of 
Tomorrow, which gives teams enough information to 
build cars to test. & Cup teams really pushed the limit 


TSN’s POWER POLL 


1. Jimmie Johnson Kept a conservative pace and maintained the top position. 
. Matt Kenseth First Cup win at California gave Roush a weekend trifecta. 

. Casey Mears Continues to prove that the Charger is not aero-impaired. 

. Mark Martin Consistency always pays off for him. 
. Kasey Kahne Patience was rewarded for this emerging star. 

. Dale Earnhardt Jr. Scored his first top 15 at California since 2003. 

Carl Edwards Gets better every time he goes to California. 

. Jeff Burton Top fives in Busch and Cup prove RCR is on the road to recovery. 
. Tony Stewart Had the best car but not the best engine. 
. Clint Bowyer A solid start for a Rookie of the Year contender. 


through prerace inspection at California, the first 
downforce race of the year. Camber adjustments were 
the greatest offense. Many teams tried to extend past 
NASCAR's 8-degree requirements on the left front tires. 
Teams also pushed the rules on nose kick-outs and 
weight. No penalties were assessed, but many teams 
had to fix their problems before passing inspection. > 
The Busch Series will have a difficult time living down 
the Cup Lite moniker, especially when Nextel Cup 
regulars swept the first 11 finishing spots at California. 
The non-Cup Busch drivers can expect some relief this 
weekend at the road race in Mexico City. Most 
Buschwhackers who aren't performing double duty will 
take the weekend off. Hendrick Motorsports and 
Robert Yates Racing will send ringers. Mexican native 
dria andez will drive for Hendrick. Belgian 
M is will drive for Yates. Goosens tested 
with RYR at Sebring International Raceway, a road 
course in Florida, in January. 
> The expense of the Mexico 
City race has many Busch 
teams worried. When asked 
about the subject, NASCAR 
CEO rance said the 
event's purse—the biggest in 
the series—should outweigh 
the costs. Tell that to the 
teams. 


HAROLD HINSON FOR TSN 


1910: 


With Valvoline in the 
first big bore V-twin 
—aptly-named “The 
Flying Merkel’— 
future motorcycle 
Hall-of-Famer 


Morty Graves rockets 


to victory at the 
FAM I0-Mile 
National Motorcycle 
Championship in 
Philadelphia. 


4 


Vaivoline. 


TESTED ON THE TRACK. 
TRUSTED ON THE ROAD: 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


INSID IKE DeCOURCY 


decourcy @sportingnews.com 


It's March, so that must be WKRP 
in Cincinnati on the line. 


~ 


On call 


for all 
the tough 
tourney 
questions 


f you look at my datebook this 
month, you'll find three 
types of entries: flight times, 
the schedule for the U.S. 
soccer team’s exhibition 
games (in case | can squeeze 
out 105 minutes of “me time”) 
and my list of sports talk radio 
appearances. 
According to my rough count, 
I made 169 guest appearances 
in March 2005. What does that 
mean? It means I gave you 
plenty of opportunity to tire of 
me and I answered a lot of the 
same questions. 

So how about we change 
that? I'll stop by the radio 
shows that fit onto my calendar, 
if they want me, but we'll take 
care of the obvious issues right 
here. 


Radio talk show host: Can 
Gonzaga get a No. 1 seed? 

MD: Not in a just world. There 
are five No. 1 contenders—Duke, 
Villanova, Connecticut, Memphis 
and Texas—and they ranked 
ahead of the Zags in the Ratings 
Percentage Index entering the 
week. None has fewer than three 
victories against RPI top 25 
teams; Gonzaga has one. 

Gonzaga has only two 
victories against RPI top 50 
teams. The Zags are a terrific 
team, but with 17 of their 
victories coming against teams 
with ratings above 100, a No. 2 
seed will be plenty generous. 


3 


3 


Adam Morrison can score all he 
wants ... it’s not going to get 
the Zags a No. 1 seed. 


DANNY MOLOSHOK / AP 


RTSH: Will Steve Alford’s potential candidacy for the Indiana 
coaching job be a distraction to the Iowa players? 

MD: Well, if they're looking to Bode Miller their way through 
March, that’s certainly a handy excuse. It’s also an empty one. 

Greg Brunner and Jeff Horner, the 
Hawkeyes’ most influential players, are 
seniors. So are frontcourt players Erek 
Hansen and Doug Thomas. Those four 
account for more than half the available 
playing time. There is no reason for any 
of them to be concerned with where 
Alford will coach next season. 

All that should matter to them is what they 
can do with their remaining weeks at Iowa, and 
they should be able to convey that urgency to 
the players who will return. 

If they lose, it won’t be the media’s fault or 
Mike Davis’ for resigning so soon. It'll be on 
the Hawkeyes. 


JOHN DIXON / AP 


RTSH: How good is George Washington? 

MD: That depends on whether we're talking pre-Pops or 
post-Pops. With a healthy Pops Mensah-Bonsu, GW can play with 
anybody in the field, but it will struggle against the best because 
the best teams can handle defensive pressure. 

Standing 6-9, 240, Mensah-Bonsu is a high-energy player even if 
he’s not highly skilled. Mensah-Bonsu injured his knee February 22 
against La Salle; we'll know next week whether he will be able to 
play in the Atlantic 10 Tournament. 

This is a team with excellent athletic ability and abundant scoring 
options. There is a lack of creativity at the point, but teams GW can 
pressure will surrender enough turnovers to make up for that. 

It's funny how hard some people work in order to doubt a team. 
In 1996, Texas Tech entered the NCAAs at 28-1, a record that drew 
sneers because most of it was achieved in the Southwest 
Conference. It turned out that team, which reached the 
Sweet 16 before running into Allen Iverson-led Georgetown, 
had three NBA players. 

There were lots of Saint Joseph’s skeptics in 2004, but the Hawks 
also had three future NBA players and reached the Elite Eight. 

Am I saying GW has that many pros? NBA scouts would know far 
better, but if a team can win 96.0 percent of its games, that’s 


entirely possible. TSN 


& BLOG ALERT 


Even in this age of information, 

when you can find rankings on the top 
high school freshmen and kids without 
drivers licenses on magazine covers, 1 
sleepers still emerge. 


DARRON CUMMINGS / AP 


Rivals.com recruiting expert Andrew Skwara has the 
sleepers—and the McDonald's All-Americans—covered. 
Find his analysis and the latest recruiting news at 
sportingnews.com/cbasketball. 


44 . SPORTING NEWS . 3/10/06 


All kinds of people are reciting Mike Davis’ proclamation regarding 
Indiana's need for “one of their own" as head coach as if it were 
handed down from Mount Sinai. If Davis has the answers about 
what IU needs, why did so few listen to him when the job was his? 


Mike Krzyzewski went to Army. Rick Pitino went to UMass. Jim Calhoun went to 
American International. College basketball would be much different—and poorer—if 
programs hired only their alumni. But Army would be tearing up the Patriot League. 


We're losing al/ the great athletic venues, aren't we? Fulton County Stadium, Veterans 
Stadium and the Kingdome have closed in the past decade. And now, Southern California 
has played its last basketball game at the L.A. Sports Arena. It's almost too sad to bear. 


Washington coach 
says it 
would be a mistake to 
overlook Huskies 
SF Brane toy asa 
first-team All-American 
candidate. Roy leads 
Washington in scoring 
and assists and is 
shooting better than 
50 percent from the 
field. He ranks second 
on the team in 
rebounding. The Huskies 
use him to defend all 
perimeter positions, and 
he held PGs 
ar of UCLA and 
rooks of Oregon 
to 4-of-20 shooting 
combined in their most 
recent games. » Since 
scoring only four points 
in a loss at Villanova, 
Connecticut C 
has responded 
with some of his best 
games, including a 
ferocious double double 
against Notre Dame. 
Huskies PG Ma 
doesn't want to say the 
Villanova debacle got Boone 
going, but he allows, “He's 
doing things we haven't seen 
him do before.” That includes 
snatching a couple of rebounds 
from the hands of Notre Dame C Torir in 
the Huskies’ overtime win. “When 
is playing great and on the other block Josh is even 
better, that’s going to open up the outside game for 
us, too,” Williams says. > In pursuing its next coach, 


Boone is 
tearing through 
the Big East at 
just the right 
time for UConn. 


Missouri first should give a good, long look at where it 
wants to find its next generation of players. That will 
help dictate who is the best fit for the job. The state 
has not produced a lot of talent. The nation’s top two 


freshmen, Kansas G Rush and North 
Carolina F h, both came from 
Missouri, but the Tigers probably can’t count on that 
being the start of a trend. They've relied in the past 
on getting players out of Detroit, but that hasn’t 
always worked out well for the program. Mizzou is rich 
in resources and facilities, but no one succeeds 
without capable players. & The most impressive 


aspect of Arkansas’ 
re-emergence as an NCAA 
Tournament contender is that 
the Razorbacks did not collapse 
after losing five SEC games by a 
total of 13 points. They won four 
—_ of their next five after falling on the 
final possession at LSU—including 
narrow victories over Florida, Alabama and Tennessee. 
Arkansas has become more consistent at making 
plays and getting big stops down the stretch, evidence 
that it’s growing as a team, but it still struggles to 
impose its will on high-level opponents. > It's obvious 
Xavier coach er hung on to senior 
G too long. A four-year starter, Finn was 
dismissed last week for what Miller described as a 
series of violations of team policy. Because there was 
no other veteran point guard available, Miller kept 
Finn despite a lack of leadership and productivity. 
With Finn gone, Miller plans to turn the team over to 
freshman PG ny Wolf and sophomore 
SG St urrell. The Musketeers now are battling 
to finish above .500 in the Atlantic 10. It was a tough 
way for a young coach to learn an important lesson. 


KEITH SRAKOCIC / AP 


LSU has grown 


up—and is looking 


dangerous 


Before entering Southeastern 
Conference play, LSU had played in six 
games decided by four or fewer points— 
and had dropped five. When the Tigers 
took over sole possession of first place 
last Saturday with a 71-67 win over 


Kentucky, it was their third SEC win without 


a loss in games that close. 
So that’s progress, right? 

“Obviously,” coach John Brady says. 
LSU still must disguise its lack of a 
point guard. Senior Darrel Mitchell, more 
of a scorer, leads a committee handling 
the job. But the team has become more 

mature, more patient when challenged. 
“We know what we do, who needs to get 
the ball, and we execute better than we 
would have in the early season,’ Mitchell 
says. 

Considering the team’s wealth of size 
and wings, this is a far more dangerous 


team than its poll ranking suggests. “Now 


we know what kind of team we are,” says 
freshman forward Tasmin Mitchell, who 
sometimes handles the ball against 
pressure. “As each game progresses, we 
keep pulling together.” 


7 ae! 
Lid € 
Darrel Mitchell and the SEC-leading 


Tigers have high hopes for the NCAAs. 


Get the answers to all the tough 
h questions—including who should be in 
the Field of 65—at sportingnews.com. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


The little dances 


Conference tournaments 


start the Madness, 
and the league that 
figures to put on the 
hottest show is the 
(really) Big East 


Jim Boeheim knew. Knew 
Pittsburgh would be good. 
Knew West Virginia would be 
really good. Connecticut and 
Villanova? Of course. 

But Boeheim didn’t know 
how things would shake out 
further down the ranks in a 
deep league. Louisville? Notre 
Dame? How'd they end up 
down there? “Those are pretty 
good teams,” Boeheim says. 

Yes, they are. But ina 


precious few soft spots and 
allows only 12 in its 
postseason tournament, 
somebody—besides South 
Florida, of course—will have 
to stay home. 


“There could be two teams 


with winning records that 
don’t make the Big East 
Tournament but still qualify 
for the NIT,” Rutgers coach 
Gary Waters says. 


The Big East wanted to be 


the best—when it engulfed 
five members of Conference 
USA. Though Louisville, 
DePaul and South Florida are 
struggling, Marquette and 
Cincinnati are assembling 
strong NCAA Tournament 
resumes they plan to 
augment at the Garden. But 
just add them to the long list 
of Big East at-large 
candidates—most with some 
business left to accomplish. 


16-team league that has the biggest—and presumably —Michael Bradley 
BIG EAST Acc BIG TEN BIG 12 MISSOURI PAC-10 SEC 
March 8-11 March 9-12 March 9-12 March 9-12 VALLEY March 9-11 March 9-12 
Overview Overview Overview & March 2-5 Overview Overview 
Villanova, Duke can get Ohio State, lowa, > Overview It has been an With only a few 
Connecticut and comfy at the Wisconsin, 5 This league may ugly year for teams on firm 
Pittsburgh can use Greensboro Michigan State = be light on star basketball on the NCAA footing, 
the tournament to Coliseum, which and Illinois all rank = power—Missouri West Coast, and there should be an 
secure an elite also is the Devils’ in the RPI top 17. ¢ State’s Blake the Pac-10 needs air of desperation 
NCAA seed— likely destination None has a shot Ahearn and its big boys to hold in Nashville. 
and less as a No. 1 seed at a No. 1 seed, = Northern lowa’s serve for the Most to gain 
adventuresome on the first but all are playing Ben Jacobson are conference to Kentucky looked 
early rounds. weekend of the for easier paths to Overview as big as you'll claim some primed for the NIT 
Most to gain NCAA Tournament. the NCAAs second It's hard to believe find—but it has top-tier seeds. in January but 
Syracuse and weekend. this league could well-rounded, Most to gain 
Cincinnati likely Most to gain get two fewer bids balanced clubs— UCLA can grab at 
are off the NCAA Daniel Horton's than the Missouri not to mention six least a top four 
Tournament huge second half Valley, but the in the RPI top 43. seed by winning 


bubble; now, they 
can get to work on 
improving their 
seeds. 


FRANK FRANKLIN II / AP 


Most to lose 
Louis Orr started 
the season on the 
hot seat, then 
cajoled Seton Hall 
onto the NCAA 
bubble. But if the 
Pirates fall in the 
first round, they 
likely will be 
headed for the 
new-and-improved 
NIT. 
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Most to gain 
North Carolina is 
on a roll behind 
freshman Tyler 
Hansbrough and 
junior Reyshawn 
Terry. If the Tar 
Heels continue 
that run, they 
could earn a nice 
NCAA seed. 

Most to lose 
Everything was 
aligned for N.C. 
State to claim 
second place in 
the ACC and the 
high NCAA seed 
that would come 
with that—but the 
Wolfpack dropped 
back-to-back 
games in Raleigh. 
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sparked Michigan 
to a win over 
llinois—great news 
for the Wolverines’ 
NCAA tourney 
chances. They can 
make their 
Selection Sunday 
much safer with a 
win or two in Indy. 


ALGOLDIS/ AP 


Most to lose 
When Illinois was 
20-2, it seemed 
primed for a No. 2 
seed. But a 
February flop hurt 
the Illini’s status 
and makes it vital 
they finish strong. 


numbers don't lie. 
If Colorado and 
standout guard 
Richard Roby 
don't get 
untracked, the Big 
12 might have 
only three teams 
in the field of 65. 
Most to gain 
Colorado can 
make the selection 
committee forget 
its February 
hiccup by reaching 
the Big 12 semis. 
Most to lose 
Texas followed its 
blowout loss at 
Oklahoma State 
and a scare at 
Kansas State by 
thrashing streaking 
Kansas. With an 
NCAA No. 1 seed 
still possible, 
which version of 
the Longhorns will 
show up in Dallas? 


BOB LEVERONE / TSN 


Most to gain 
The Valley as a 
whole will be the 
biggest winner if it 
gets four—or, gulp, 
five—NCAA bids. 


Most to lose 
Creighton and 
Southern Illinois 
can't get too 
comfortable about 
their standing with 
the NCAA selection 
committee until 
they reach the 
semis in St. Louis. 


this tournament. 
It helps that the 
tourney is in L.A. 


Most to lose 
Leon Powe led 
California on a six- 
game winning 
streak, but then 
the Bears lost at 
home to Arizona 
State. If Cal can’t 
win two games, its 
next stop could be 
the NIT. 
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now is climbing up 
the seeding 
ladder, thanks in 
large part to the 
return of center 
Randolph Morris. 
A couple of SEC 
tourney wins 
would put the 
Wildcats in good 
shape. 

Most to lose 
Florida once 
seemed a lock for 
no worse than a 


~ No.3 seed. To get 
= back to that level, 
« the Gators will 

4 need to go deep in 
S the SEC bracket. 


North Carolina wing 
Marcus Ginyard is one of 
the Tar Heels’ impressive 
freshmen. TSN’s Corrie 
Anderson spoke with 
Ginyard about one of his 
offthe-court loves— 
restoring cars. 

TSN: Tell me about 
how you got into 
working on cars. 

GINYARD: | guess my 
father. He was really big 
into them when he was 
growing up. And my 
uncle—he’s into 
restoring cars. 

I used to have to 
travel a lot going to and 
from school—about an 
hour and 15 minutes 
every morning and 
about an hour and half 
in the afternoon—so 
sitting in the car, that’s 
about all you see. I 
couldn't read in the car because | would 
get carsick, so | really just pointed out 
cars and decided which | liked, and it 
kind of kept snowballing. 

TSN: Is your interest restoration or 
repairs or what? 

GINYARD: Just anything. Just 
knowledge of cars. The restoration of the 
old classics. | like it all. 

TSN: What would be your two or three 
dream cars? 

GINYARD: A 1987 Monte Carlo 
SuperSport. My own personal 1995 
Chevrolet 
Caprice. 


TSNSWEET 


1. Kyle Lowry, Villanova 
2. Darius Washington, Viemphis 
3. Cari Krauser, Pitt 


4. Rajon Rondo, Kentucky 


1. Karl Hobbs, G.W. 

2. Mark Turgeon, Wichita St. 
3. Mark Fox, Nevada 

4. Andy Kennedy, Cincy 


MARCUS 
GINYARD 


TSN: What have you 
done to it so far? 

GINYARD: Nothing 
yet. I just gave it to my 
uncle, and we’re going 
to start working on it 
now—doing some 
body work, getting a 
paint job, redoing the 
interior. 

TSN: You've said you 
want to turn this into a 
livelihood when you’re 
out of school. What do 
you see that entailing? 

GINYARD: That 
would probably be 
more directed toward 
the restoration of the 
classic cars. My uncle 
just finished building a 
1969 Camaro. He 
rebuilt a 1964 Chevy 
Impala. I don’t know 
how that would turn 
into a business, but I 
would love to go around and find an old, 
beat-up car and bring it back to life. 

TSN: I’ve got your basic black Mazda 
626, factory settings. Is there any hope 
for me? 

GINYARD: Well, I'd probably just tint 
your windows. That would be the first 
thing I'd do. That’s just a universal thing 
that would make any car look better. And 
it’s probably one of the cheapest things 
you can do. 

TSN: Who has the worst car on the 
team? 

GINYARD: Uh, the worst car ... It’s 
tough to say. Nobody has a car I would 

like to work on. Will Robinson has a bad 
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se=—) one. He's got a Honda Accord. Thomas 
22, Wilkins has an old, old Volvo | think 


would be falling apart at this point. 
Um, that’s about it. 


A 4x4 ride through 
the world of college hoops 


BIG BLOG ON CAMPUS 


Views from the student section at sportingnews.com 


From Matthew Fernando, Boston College, The Observer 

There are certain fundamentals in every sport that every 
player at the college or professional level should have mastered. 
In baseball, it's bunting. In hockey, it's knowing how to clear the 
puck. In basketball, it's free throws. 

| don’t know why the Eagles are so apathetic that when a 
team says, “Here, take some free points,” they respond with 
“Nah, but thanks anyway.’ BC has been able to hide its 
ineffectiveness on the stripe by scoring lots of points from the 
floor and playing good defense. 

On a personal note, | played a few games of pickup hoops 
with the man, Doug Flutie, last week. Don't let his short frame, or 
40-plus age foo! you—that fella can flat-out ball. | wonder if he 
can hit free throws. 


See who’ blogging from your school at 
sportingnews.com/cbasketball/campuswatch. 


Randy Foye, G, Villanova 


You say Villanova does not have a power forward with 
Curtis Sumpter injured? We present Foye, who stands 
6-4 and plays mostly on the perimeter. He grabbed 14 
rebounds in a narrow win at Cincinnati and averaged 11.0 
for the week, along with 23.5 points and 42.9 percent 
shooting from 3-point range. Foye will be getting other 
honors (hint: first-team All-American) in the coming weeks. 


3. Eric Hicks, Cincy 


1. Shawn James, N’eastern 
2. Justin Williams, Wyoming 


4. Hilton Armstrong, UConn 


1. TSN: Spartans ‘not quite’ playing like preseason No. 1. 
2. NCAA fears Dance will be letdown after Valley tourney. 
3.8 to 10 people understand what ‘Judgment Week’ means. 
4. Junior at Rutgers changes major to bracketology. 
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£ rtoeam didnt m 
If your team didn't ma 


ea move last week, relax. } 


Get ready for a a ¥ 


summer trading 
block party 


he NBA’s trading deadline 

really isn’t a deadline at all. 

But calling it a 

transactional pause 

doesn’t have quite the 
same ring. 

Although a few teams 
squeezed in deals last week, 
many Sat tight knowing it won't 
take long for talks to get rolling 
again. Nonplayoff teams will start 
thinking about trades after the 
regular season ends April 19, and 
the trading season will begin in 
earnest July 1, when contracts 
expire and many teams gain 
financial flexibility. 

Warriors. Vice president Chris 
Mullin wanted to make a move 
before the deadline, which is not 
surprising considering the 
Warriors have gone 12-25 since 
starting 12-6. 

Golden State was in the middle 
of the Ron Artest sweepstakes, 
but the team didn’t want to part 
with too much of its young core. 
The Warriors again 
figure to be 
involved when 
big-name players 
go on the block this 
summer. 

Golden State has 
a lot of what teams 
in rebuilding mode 
want: talented 
young players 
(Monta Ellis, Ike 
Diogu, Andris 
Biedrins and 
Mickael Pietrus) 
who are working on 
their rookie deals, 
plenty of draft 
picks and a variety 
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of players making enough cash 
for a big-money package to work. 

The Warriors will gain added 
flexibility this summer, when the 
contracts of Jason Richardson, 
Troy Murphy and Mike Dunleavy 
allow them to be traded more 
easily. So, when you start hearing 
rumors about Kevin Garnett, 
Allen Iverson and Paul Pierce, 
expect the Warriors to be in the 
conversation. 

Lakers. L.A. was seeking a taker 
for Lamar Odom, who, depending 
on whom you ask, is doing well or 
poorly playing alongside Kobe 
Bryant. There were rumblings of 
Odom’s going to the Magic for 
Steve Francis before Francis 
ended up in New York. 

The Lakers now have time to 
figure out what to do with Odom, 
who too frequently is a bystander 
on offense. 

Then again, Odom averaged a 
double double (15.2 points, 10.2 
rebounds) last season. Though 


4 


Odom has a couple 
more months to prove 
he’s the right sidekick 
for Kobe. 


those numbers are down slightly 
this season, his assists (5.3 per 
game) have increased 
significantly. Not bad for an 
underachiever. 

General manager Mitch 
Kupchak would love to find an 
interior complement for Bryant, 


On the court, at the deadline—the Knicks always lose 


Sifting through the aftermath of the NBA‘ relatively quiet trading deadline: 


Nuggets. Power forward Reggie Evans likely will gobble up minutes— 
and rebounds—because of Eduardo Najera’s injury. Ruben Patterson 
gives the Nuggets something they lacked: a perimeter defender. 

Magic. The Magic made a wise move in trading Steve Francis to 
the Knicks for Trevor Ariza and Penny Hardaway. Assistant general 
manager Otis Smith says the Magic could have acquired Jamal 
Crawford and the $43 million remaining on his contract in the deal 
but instead opted for cap space. 

Rockets. Credit G.M. Carroll Dawson for recognizing an offseason 
mistake—adding Derek Anderson—and sending that mistake to Miami. 
Dawson's recent under-the-radar pickup of Keith Bogans from 
Charlotte for Lonny Baxter allowed the Rockets to shed Anderson. 


Knicks. The 
pie-in-the-sky 
Knicks believe 
they'll be in the 
mix this summer 
when it comes 
time to add a big 
name. They now 
have Francis, 
another overpaid 
underperformer, to 
dangle. Good luck. 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


but parting with Odom is a dicey 
proposition. 
Hornets. The Hornets made a 


minor move, acquiring limited big 
man Marc Jackson from the Nets. 
But they'll make a bigger splash 
this summer when they deal J.R. 
Smith, who is openly feuding with 
coach Byron Scott. 
Smith told 
reporters things 
have gotten 
personal with 
Scott, who says he 
doesn’t talk to 
Smith anymore 
because Smith 
doesn’t listen. 

The Hornets 
were set to send 
Smith to the Spurs 
for Brent Barry, but 
that deal didn’t get 
done in time. 
Moving Smith, a 
second-year guard 
with loads of 


> 


More than six weeks 
remain in the regular season, but the Eastern 
Conference playoff field seems all but decided. 
Although the 76ers are deeply flawed and the 
Bucks are struggling, they have fairly 
comfortable leads over the Bulls, who entered 
the week with an alarming 12-15 record at 
home. The home losses indicate the Bulls 
don’t have a late-season run in them. » The 
Warriors’ backcourt of is and Jason 

is considered one of the most 

dynamic in the NBA, but it hardly is efficient. 
Davis (67.9 percent), who is out with a 
sprained ankle, and Richardson (65.2 percent) 
are the league's two worst free throw shooters 
among guards who qualify; they rank 61st and 
62nd. > The Nets traded F Mare Jackson to 
the Hornets because they wanted to avoid 
paying the luxury tax. This is the second time 
in Jackson's career a team moved him for that 
reason. The Warriors were in a similar situation 
in February 2002 and traded Jackson to the 
Timberwolves just four months after Golden 
State curiously matched an offer sheet 
Jackson had signed with the Rockets. The 
Hornets are Jackson’s fifth team in six years. 
> Nuggets general manager 

he, once lauded for turning things 
around in Denver, is in the final year of his 
contract, and it doesn’t appear owner 

is in the mood to extend 


ROBERT SEALE / TSN 


Vandeweghe’s deal. Though he did a nice job 
of clearing cap space in 2002, Vandeweghe 
mistakenly used that flexibility to acquire 
F Kenyor at way too high a price two 
years later. Vandeweghe, though, should get 
credit for the heist of C and 
the rights to F/C from the Knicks in 
2002. > Don't be surprised if the Suns 
struggle in the coming weeks. With PF 
expected 
to miss six to eight 
weeks because of 
a stress fracture in 
his right foot, the 
team is woefully 
thin up front. 
Thomas, the Suns’ 
| best interior 
defender, played in 
the team’s first 
53 games, 
including his last 
few with a 
noticeable limp. 
> The Sonics 
headed into the 
2005-06 season 
with all kinds of 
contract issues, 
and, no surprise, 
they all played 


out with 

negative results. 
PFs and f ‘ 
andG / were disappointed after 


receiving one-year qualifying offers last 
offseason. Not coincidentally, all three are gone 
now, and the Sonics, winners of 52 games a 
season ago, are heading to the draft lottery. 


athleticism, won’t be a problem 
this summer. 

Cavaliers. G.M. Danny Ferry 
desperately needed an upgrade at 


Some guys boast. Few can 
back it up like Wizards 


point guard, but all he came up guard Gilbert / enas. say 
with was the Sonics’ Flip Murray, He scored 46 points we 
who isn’t really a point guard. in 30 minutes - cu 
Look for Ferry to try again after against the Knicks 


last weekend. Still “== 
miffed at Eastern Conference 
coaches for waiting until they 
needed an injury substitute 
to add him to the All-Star 
team, Arenas says, “I'm the 
Eastern Conference assassin 
right now. It’s a tour, going 
from city to city." 


the season. 

Bulls. Chicago should have 
significant cap room this summer, 
and it likely will set its sights on 
the Pistons’ Ben Wallace, who can 
become a free agent. If the Bulls 
fail to add Wallace, expect them 
to be major players in all the 
big-name trade talk. 


WE 
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Acknowledging that 
Isiah Thomas is 
clueless, it’s time to turn 
the criticism toward 
the real enablers, Jim 
Dolan and Steve Mills. 


Sean Deveney says the Knicks’ MSG 
honchos also need to be taken to task for 
adding Stevie Franchise. Feel free to 


disagree at sportingnews.com. 
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BASEBALL 


Don't be surprised if the old new guy in the dugout 
turns around the Tigers. 


Leyland is back where he belongs 


ozens of Tigers sprawl on 
the grass, stretching 
before their morning 
workout. Their new 
manager, Jim Leyland, 
fungo bat in hand, drifts among 
them and stops to tell an off-color 
golf joke to a group of four. The 
players burst out laughing at the 
punch line, first baseman Chris 
Shelton chuckling loudest. 

Leyland, 61, reaches down, 
grabs Shelton by the shirt and 
says, “That was a good one, 
wasn’t it?” 

Six years Leyland was away, six 
years the game was lesser for it. 
Leyland was born to manage, 
says one of his former Pirates and 
Marlins players, Bobby Bonilla. 
His in-game strategy ranks with 
the best. His tough-love approach 
evokes loyalty from both the 
biggest stars and lowliest 
reserves. 

He’s your best friend. He’s your 
worst enemy. He’s your best 
friend again. Leyland is one of 
seven children. His wife is one of 
11. His father was one of 16. 
“What makes one brother tick 
may not make another brother 
tick,” he says. “You've got to 
figure out the best way to get 
results out of both brothers.” 


Egos don’t bother 
Leyland. Neither do 
eccentrics. He won in 
Pittsburgh with Bonilla 
and Barry Bonds. He won 
in Florida with Kevin 
Brown and Gary Sheffield. 
Don’t bet on Ivan 
Rodriguez’s going AWOL 
on Leyland the way he did 
last season under the less 
experienced Alan 
Trammell. Don’t bet 
against Leyland’s ending 
the Tigers’ streak of 12 
straight losing seasons, 
even in the increasingly 
competitive American 
League Central. 

“He doesn’t get (the 
respect of) everyone; no 
coach, no manager, no 
teacher, no parent can get 
everyone,” says Tigers 
first base coach Andy Van 
Slyke, one of Leyland’s 
former Pirates. “But he 
comes pretty darned close.” 

Leyland walks quickly and 
purposefully on a picture-perfect 
Florida morning, moving 
constantly, shouting with 
enthusiasm. He makes personal 
contact with nearly 20 players on 
different fields during the first 
hour of the workout, giving most 
just a quick word. For those who 


News flash; George Steinbrenner predicts the Yankees will win the 
World Series. Reality check: The Yankees’ championship drought is at 


five years and counting. 


Venezuela looms as the favorite in the World Baseball Classic for one 
simple reason: Only one of its best players—Orioles third baseman 


Melvin Mora—has dropped out. 


If it’s all just too much for Barry Bonds—and if he isn't concerned with 
breaking Hank Aaron's career home run mark—why doesn't he just retire 


now? 
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Leyland already is back in the swing of things; 


he’s peppering the Tigers with ground balls, 
encouragement and challenges. 


need reassurance—and even 
those who do not—a simple 
acknowledgement can mean a lot. 
Leyland asks one minor league 
catcher, Max St. Pierre, a member 
of Team Canada, about Canada’s 
chances in the World Baseball 
Classic. As another minor league 
catcher, Brian Peterson, strokes a 
line drive during batting practice, 
Leyland hollers, “I like that a lot.” 
Later, he stands near second 
base and hits line drives, 
one-hoppers and even grounders 
to three Tigers first basemen, 
trying to replicate the various 
bounces they might receive in 
games. The first basemen take 
turns and occasionally make futile 
swipes at tricky hops. Leyland 
offers only instructions and praise. 
“We’re trying to help you, not 
embarrass you,” he says. 
It’s like this every day at 


Tigertown. If all goes 
well, it will be like this 
for the duration of 
Leyland’s three-year 
contract. 

Some in baseball are 
skeptical and wonder 
whether Leyland will 
burn out the way he did 
with the Rockies in 1999. 
Leyland addresses that 
question the same way 
he does every other— 
directly. 

“I feel a lot different 
than I did my last day in 
Colorado,” he says. “I 
just didn’t do a good job, 
and I knew it. I feel like 
I'm ready to accept what 
this is about.” 

His passion is evident 
as he bounces from field 
to field. Bonilla, visiting 
as a special assistant 
with the players 
association, says flatly, 
“He loves the game. You can see it 
in his eyes.” Former major league 
outfielder Pete Incaviglia, the 
Tigers’ Class AA hitting instructor, 
never played for Leyland but 
wishes he had. “Everyone who's 
ever played for him says it: ‘He’s 
the best manager I ever had,’ ” 
Incaviglia says. 

It’s only the start of spring 
training, only the beginning of a 
long march that lasts until 
autumn. Still, Leyland looks so 
comfortable, so in command that 
the scene is utterly convincing. 
When Bonilla says, “He belongs in 
the game,” there’s only one 
appropriate response: It seems 
like he never left. TSN 


DUANE BURLESON / AP 


Ken Rosenthal is FOXSports.com 
senior baseball writer His Insider 
column is special to the SPORTING 
NEws. 


5 Es 
Si ane 


Won-lost record isn’t the best 
indicator of a starting pitcher's 
performance, but the contrast 


between this offseason’s free-agent 
prize, Blue Jays RHP AJ. Burnett, and 
one of next winter's top attractions, 


Cardinals LHP Mark ler, is 


startling. Burnett is 49-50 lifetime; 
Mulder is 97-50. The Cardinals plan 


to explore a contract extension for 
Mulder during spring training, but 
signing him won't be easy after 
Burnett received a five-year, 


$55 million deal. Ditto for the As with LHP 


agent. > One of Yankees LHP R 


last season—and one source of his frustration with C 


The Devil Rays’ Aut 


be the fastest in the game. 


, another potential free 
yn’s problems in the early part of 
ada—was that 


Posada called too many two-seam fastballs down and away rather than 
urging Johnson to go inside with his four-seamer. Johnson's arm action 
changed, and his slider suffered. Johnson vows to pound his fastball inside 
on righthanded hitters more frequently this season. > If this managing thing 


doesn’t work out, the Devil Rays’ Joe 


always can try marketing. The 


team plans to incorporate Maddon’s suggestion to promote Tropicana Field 
as “The Pit” in an attempt to build a home-field advantage. Under previous 


owner 


i, the Rays took almost the opposite approach—ushers 


frequently asked noisy fans to quiet down. > Venezuela manager Lt 
tentatively plans to use his top two pitchers, Twins LHP Jot and 


When the U.S. roster was 
announced for the World Baseball 
Classic and I was on it, needless 
to say, I was honored. When I saw 
the rest of the roster and realized 
who some of my teammates 
would be, | was humbled. Surely, 


Cubs RHP Carlos Z 


Huff is leaner and presumably more mobile, an important step in his goal to return to third 
base. Using Huff at third could enable the Rays to keep OF Joey Gathrig 
nes could alternate in right field; an outfield of Gathright, CF Rocco 


t eh of cae him. Gathright and 


elliand LF C 


arl Crawfore 


d might 


ino, in the team’s World Baseball Classic opener 


against the Dominican Republic. “They both say they want to pitch against the 
Dominican,’ pial says, chuckling. > The White Sox's confidence in rookie 
CF Brian At 1 Was reflected by their actions in the offseason. General 


manager I 


s says he didn’t make a single inquiry about an 
ged center fielder. He also included CF Chri 


—a aves 


s type in Williams’ estimation—in the trade for RHP J: 
Williams views Anderson as a future All-Star. > The Rangers don’t mec to 


trade an outfielder. Lays 


ix, who is coming off surgery on both shoulders, 


has a minor league option remaining, and the Rangers like the idea of 
rotating outfielders to keep them fresh in the Texas heat. If manager E 


ter starts a game with Brad Wilkerson, 
s off the bench. 


si, he can bring Gary Matthey 


¢ Todd Jones 


I figured, this was 
the wrong list. 

It was a blessing 
to be on the 
preliminary list, but 
it was another thing 
to make the final 
roster and to be 
counted on to get big 
outs. But I’ll feel 
more comfortable on 
the field than in the clubhouse 
rubbing elbows with all those 
great players. 

As a 37-year-old who was 
released two years ago, I’m very 
aware of my place in the game and 
very respectful of the opportunity. 
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Not everyone is a big fan of the 
WBC. George Steinbrenner, for 
one, is not. To be honest, most 
clubs are not fired up about their 
guys leaving spring training. Who 
can blame them, considering 
their top players will be at risk? 

The selection process for the 
US. roster was totally subjective. 
A committee composed of 
representatives from the MLB 
Players Association, Major 
League Baseball and USA 
Baseball discussed possibilities. 
After last season ended, the 
committee began to gauge the 
interest of players on their list 
and to figure out who would be 


hand | 


It’s no > typo: Yours truly made the WBC cut 


ready to play a month earlier 
than usual. The committee was 
asking guys to sacrifice 
much-needed downtime. Each 
player asked had to be honest 
about whether he’d be able to 
perform on a world stage. 

There always has been banter 
among players from different 
nations about which country is 
best. No one figured they'd be 
able to decide it on the field. | 
guess it’s time to put our money 
where our mouths are. 


Todd Jones is a reliever for the 
Sy Tigers—and Team USA. E-mail 
him at tiones @ sportingnews.com. 
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Thome’s future with the Whi 
/ Sox4s three-mendous; 


j 


RHP Curt Schilling seemed 
to be ahead of his fellow 
RED SOX pitchers early in 
camp. He looked far more 
comfortable pushing off the 
rubber than he did last 
season, when he was 
coming off ankle surgery. ... 
YANKEES LHP Randy 
Johnson wants to throw 
more innings this spring. 
His goal is 27 to 30; he 
threw 21% last spring. ... 
WHITE SOX manager Ozzie 
Guillen envisions DH Jim 
Thome batting third, 

1B Paul Konerko fourth 
and RF Jermaine Dye fifth. 
Dye batted third last 
season, but Guillen likes 
Thome’s on-base ability 
and power in front of 
Konerko and behind 

LF Scott Podsednik and 

SS Juan Uribe. ... ATHLETICS catchers 
who have worked with LHP Barry Zito this 


spring say he is throwing harder than ever. 


Zito, whose fastball normally tops out at 
91 mph, says velocity is overrated and 
insists he hasn't noticed an increase. ... 
The ORIOLES are considering carrying 
three catchers so C Ramon Hernandez 
and C/1B/DH Javy Lopez can be in the 


Schilling 


lineup together. Geronimo Gil is the likely 
No. 3 catcher. ... RHP Juan Rincon, the 
TWINS’ main setup reliever, likely won't 
throw off a mound until next week as he 
continues to recover from elbow surgery. 
That could give young RHPs J.D. Durbin, 
Willie Eyre and Boof Bonser more 
opportunities in early exhibition games. ... 
Eric Hinske will primarily be a right fielder 
when he plays for the BLUE JAYS, He 


ML 


likely will back up 
RF Alex Rios, who 
needs to play 
regularly to 
continue his 
development 

as a hitter. ... 

2B Fernando Vina 
has impressed 
MARINERS 
coaches with his 
hands and 
mobility. Vina, 36, 
missed most of 
2004 and all of 
2005 because of 
hamstring and 
knee injuries. He 
will push young 
2B Jose Lopez this 
spring. ... The 
RANGERS see 
RHP Joaquin 
Benoit as a 
remedy to the 
bullpen’s 
problems. Benoit 
appears to have 
found a role as a 
setup reliever after 
struggling as a 
starter. ... The 
INDIANS have 
made controlling the running game a 
spring priority. The club wants to reduce 
opponents’ stolen bases (it allowed 103 
last season) and have fewer runners 
taking extra bases when the ball is in play. 
Pitchers have taken extra ground balls 
and have been doing drills that focus on 
looking back runners before throwing to 
first. ... At least two TIGERS pitchers are 


CHARLES REX ARBOGAST / AP 


See a different position 


Orioles OF Val 
Majewski is working at 
first base, and he 
might represent the 
club's future at that 
position. For now, he 
would provide a 
lefthanded-hitting 
complement to veteran 
righthanded hitters Jeff 
Conine, Kevin Millar and 
Javy Lopez, who are 
expected to share time at 
first this season. 
Majewski, who played 
first base at Rutgers, is 
coming off shoulder 
surgery that kept him out 
all of last season. 


Keep an eye on... 


Tigers manager Jim Leyland 
says RHP Matt Mantei, a 
nonroster invitee, will pitch in 
the majors this season if 
healthy. Mantei is coming off 
ankle surgery; he was injured 
last July with the Red Sox. With 
RHP Craig Dingman (shoulder) 
out indefinitely, it isn’t difficult 
to project Mantei filling a role as 
a middle reliever with Detroit. 


working with expanded repertoires. 
RHP Franklyn German again is throwing a 
Slider after ignoring it last season. He now 
can break up his fastball/split-finger 
pattern. RHP Roman Colon is using an 
improved two-seam fastball. ... ANGELS 
3B Dallas McPherson is trying to make 
his swing more compact. He also is 
standing a little taller in the batter's box 
and is facing the pitcher a little more. He 
says he now can make better contact, 
and the revised stance allows his power 
to occur naturally. He says he tried to 
launch the ball at times last season. ... 
The ROYALS plan to keep 12 pitchers, 
especially after a fifth starter is needed 
regularly. That means the bench will 
include just 1B/DH Matt Stairs, C Paul 
Bako, an extra infielder and a fourth 
outfielder. Esteban German and Joe 
McEwing are the top infield candidates; 
Chip Ambres and Aaron Guiel will battle 
for the outfield spot. ... Nick Green 
and Luis Rivas will compete to be the 
DEVIL RAYS' utility infielder and the 
backup to SS Julio Lugo. Both are primarily 
second basemen, but they played some 
at shortstop in the minors. Green has a 
stronger arm, but he needs to be 
more relaxed when 
he plays. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Baltimore, Spencer Fordin; Boston, lan Browne; Chicago, Scott Merkin; Cleveland, Anthony Castrovince; Detroit, Jason Beck; Kansas City, Dick Kaegel; Los Angeles, 
Mike Scarr; Minnesota, Kelly Thesier; New York, Mark Feinsand; Oakland, Mychael Urban; Seattle, Doug Miller; Tampa Bay, Bill Chastain; Texas, T.R. Sullivan; Toronto, Jordan Bastian. 
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Jason Jaramillo is the PHILLIES’ catcher 
of the future because of his defense and 
strong arm. He's also a switch hitter who 
has quick hands and gap power. Look for 
Sal Fasano to catch as many as half the 
games this season if Mike Lieberthal 
struggles. Fasano hit 11 homers in 160 
at-bats with the Orioles last season. ... 
New DIAMONDBACKS pitching coach 
Bryan Price noticed while watching video 
that RHP Mike Koplove was pulling his 
head up during his sidearm delivery. That 
movement caused some pitches to 
straighten out and his breaking ball to lose 
too much velocity. ... The CUBS don’t 
think CF Juan Pierre’s lack of arm strength 
will be an issue because Wrigley Field's 
outfield isn't as big as the Marlins’ 
Dolphins Stadium. Pierre is working on 
charging balls aggressively. ... METS 
manager Willie Randolph isn’t interested 
in a right field platoon. If Victor Diaz 
doesn’t win the job, he will be demoted. 
That is not the case with Xavier Nady 
because he plays other positions. ... 
ROCKIES LHP Jeff Francis, who 
started throwing a cutter to 
righthanders last season, is working 
on a two-seam fastball. He hopes 
those two pitches will help him 
stay lower in the strike zone. ... 
ASTROS OF Chris Burke, a 
converted second baseman, is 
looking to expand his 
versatility by taking 
grounders at shortstop 
and third base this 
spring. ... With RHP Brian 
Lawrence (shoulder 
surgery) out of 
the 


2 


NAM Y. HUH / AP 


ding out his repertoire 


Astros closer . 
RHP Brad Lidge wants to 
show hitters a new look 
and is working on a 4 
split-finger fastball. He 
also is intent on throwing 

., more fastballs. 

Lidge needs to FERS 


NATIONALS’ rotation until at least 
midseason, competition for the final three 
spots might expand to include 
LHPs Michael Hinckley and Billy Traber. 
They would join RHPs Tony Armas, Ryan 
Drese, Ramon Ortiz and Jon Rauch. The 
club also has interest in free-agent 
RHP Pedro Astacio. ... DODGERS 
RHP Yhency Brazoban saved 21 games in 
2005 but often struggled as the closer. 
The return of RHP Eric Gagne, the regular 
closer, and the addition of RHP Danys 
Baez moves Brazoban to a role with less 
pressure. He concentrated on refining his 
slider and changeup in winter ball. ... 
Miguel Olivo projects to be the MARLINS’ 
starting catcher because of his defense, 
but Josh Willingham will get a shot and is 
working on his fundamentals behind the 
plate. ... GIANTS LHP Noah Lowry has 
confidence in all four of his pitches, and 
his changeup remains devastating. Lowry 
has better command of his 
sinking fastball. ... 
BREWERS 
RHP Derrick 
Turnbow, 
the closer, 
has moved 
from the first to 


RIC SILVA / AP 


Easy does it 


Dodgers 2B Jeff Kent still is recovering from surgery to repair a partially 
torn ligament in his wrist. He expects to be ready for opening day, but that 
plan could be derailed by even a small setback. Kent is upbeat about the 
team’s makeover, but the Dodgers need him to be healthy and productive 
in the middle of the lineup. 


the third base side of the rubber, looking 
to get more plate coverage with his slider 
and entice more swings. Turnbow, who 
usually throws everything 95 mph or 
harder, also is dabbling with a changeup. 
... PADRES RHP Chan Ho Park doesn't 
throw as hard as he once did, but his stuff 
is good enough that he can return to the 
form he showed with the Dodgers from 
1996 to 2001. ... The CARDINALS have 
crowded competitions in left field and at 
second base. Early indications are So 
Taguchi and Junior Spivey are the leaders 
for those spots. Manager Tony La Russa 
likes Taguchi's defense, baserunning skills 
and bat control. Spivey has been working 
extensively with starting SS David 


Turnbow is working the angles to make 
his stuff look even nastier to hitters. 


Eckstein. ... After missing the final part of 
2005 because of a knee injury, PIRATES 
2B Jose Castillo has looked smooth in the 
field this spring. He has outstanding range 
and the strongest arm on the team. ... This 
was the first offseason since his knee 
surgery in 2003 that REDS LHP Eric 
Milton could do weight training and 
conditioning exercises with his legs. The 
extra strength should help Milton finish his 
pitches with more power. ... If he proves 
himself defensively, 1B James Jurries, a 
righthanded hitter, will platoon with Adam 
LaRoche for the BRAVES. Jurries has 
produced 

impressive 

numbers 

in the 

minors. 


CORRESPONDENTS: Arizona, Steve Gilbert; Atlanta, Mark Bowman; Chicago, 
Carrie Muskat; Cincinnati, Mark Sheldon; Colorado, Thomas Harding; Florida, 
Joe Frisaro; Houston, Alyson Footer; Los Angeles, Ken Gurnick; Milwaukee, Adam 
McCalvy; New York, Marty Noble; Philadelphia, Ken Mandel; Pittsburgh, Ed 
Eagle; St. Louis, Matthew Leach; San Diego, Lyle Spencer; San Francisco, Rich 
Draper; Washington, Bill Ladson. 
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Bama got 


as 


be ZZ 


| can hear Sinatra: They all laughed at young Mike Shula— 
but ha, ha, ha! Who's got the last laugh now? 


more than 


a make-do coach 


0 you've heard the story 
about the coach and the 
small town and the 
utterly wacko fans who 
live for game day and 
proudly name kids after the 
man entrusted with their 365- 
day obsession. Coach can’t 
walk to the five-and-dime 
without someone stopping and 
chatting. Or, worse yet, 
analyzing and begging. 

Well, coach’s wife just had a 
baby girl—a sweet little button 
named Ryan, She doesn’t 
sleep—they don’t sleep; shoot, 
every parent goes through it. 
Coach needs a break, 
somewhere to stick it in neutral 
and decompress without the 
overwhelming stature of the 
most recognized and scrutinized 
man in all of Tuscaloosa in tow. 

“I found a place,” Mike Shula 
says. “I was at a Chinese takeout 
place the other day.” 

Hey, this is all no exaggeration. 

After all the fidgeting and 
fretting, defused and disgraced 
Alabama may have stumbled upon 
a once-in-a-lifetime coach while 
simply looking for something or 
someone only to deflect punches 
to the gut. In the past six years, 
the Tide has hit rock bottom four 
times—if that’s even possible: 

@ 2000. Former coach Mike 
DuBose’s affair with his 
secretary and eventual firing. 

@ 2002. Stinging probation 
and damaging scholarship 
losses, 

@ 2002. Former coach 
Dennis Franchione Baltimore 
Colt-ing the Tide for Texas 
A&M. 

@ 2003. Former coach Mike 
Price’s firing for frolicking at a 
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Some Alabama fans questioned hiring Shula, but 


he has proved he is the perfect man 


strip club. 

This mess was thrown in 
Shula’s lap on a fine May day in 
2003, and the then-37-year-old 
alum sat shellshocked at his first 
press conference. But that’s not 
all: There were plenty of cries 
about racism—Jesse Jackson 
included—because Alabama 
hadn’t hired Sylvester Croom. So 
where did Shula and the Tide go 
from there? 

After two years of inexplicable 
losses to Northern Illinois and 


Hawaii, after two years of 
confounding injuries to a 
scholarship-depleted roster, 
Shula’s Tide won 10 games last 
season, and he followed that up 
with a banner recruiting class last 
month. Think about the dynamics 
of what never should 
have been yet somehow 
became reality after the 
complete (choose your 
poison) incompetence/ 
indifference/idiocy of 
the three previous 
coaches. 

Somehow, Alabama 
wound up with an alum 
who is passionate about 
his university, who 
understands and 
embraces the, um, 
nature of coaching at 
Alabama (they burn the 
score of the Iron Bowl 
in one another’s lawn, 
people) and who 
quickly developed into 
one of the top 
recruiters in the SEC. Just last 
week the school gave him a big 
extension. 

But there’s still one nagging 
problem. The Tide has lost four in 
a row to Auburn—which, in the 
state of Alabama, is sort of like 
losing four straight national title 
games. Lose a fifth this fall and 
even that guy at the Chinese 
takeout place will recognize Shula. 

Then again, maybe it’s time 
we all recognize what Alabama 


ALBERT DICKSON / TSN 


for the job. 


G& BLOG ALERT 
How does Penn State's 
being good help 


Minnesota recruit better? 


Tom Dienhart doesn’t believe 
what's good for the Nittany Lion is good 
for the Golden Gopher. Think he's wrong? 


Tell him why at sportingnews.com. 


Auburn's Will Herring, a 
three-year starter at free safety, 
will move to strongside 
linebacker this spring to get 
sophomore Tristan Davis—the 
team’s best athlete—on the field. 
The staff estimates Herring 
played at or near the line of 
scrimmage on 25 percent of the 
defensive snaps last season, so 
the transition shouldn't be too 
difficult. > Look for Missouri 
coach Gary Pinkel to tweak his 
spread offense this spring to 
accommodate new QB Chase 
Daniel, who is more of a pocket 
passer than Brad Smith. 

Pinkel wavered from his 
tailback-oriented philosophy the 
past four years because of 
Smith, but Pinkel’s Toledo teams 
were most dangerous in 1999 
and 2000, when RB Chester 
Taylor rushed for more than 
2,500 yards. Not surprisingly, his 
best Missouri team (2003) 
included his only 1,000-yard 
rusher at tailback (Zack Abron). 
It's not a stretch to say RB Tony 
Temple, who was a heralded 
recruit, was as misused in the 
offense the past two years as 
Smith. > Purdue won't stray from 
the option portion of its spread 
offense under new coordinator 
Bill Legg. Coach Joe Tiller still 
wants the option—which became 
more prominent last season to 
feature dual-threat QB Brandon 
Kirsch—to play a significant part 
of the package with QB Curtis 
Painter, even though Painter 
isn’t as athletic as Kirsch. The 
option helped the Boilermakers 
improve their rushing offense 
from 87th in the nation in 2004 
to 31st last season. 


BY ROGER KUZNIA 


One of the first questions 
asked of the winner of a sporting event 
is, “How does it feel to be a champion?” 
And the typical answer is, “I don’t know; 
it hasn’t sunk in yet.” 

l used to think that line was hogwash. 
Then I won our in-house fantasy 
baseball league last year. The day I got 
the trophy, I looked at it and admired it, 
but I really didn’t appreciate it until I 
recently signed up for MLB.com Fantasy 
Baseball Commissioner. That’s because 
anew season reminds me of challenges 
conquered. 

My colleagues and I play a 5x5 
rotisserie format, but our website’s 
lineup has expanded to include more 
league setups. We now offer head-to-head 
and cumulative points scoring systems 
that give owners more diverse 
opportunities to enjoy fantasy baseball. 

Perhaps the best part about 
purchasing MLB.com Fantasy Baseball 
Commissioner is the free subscription to 
Fantasy Source Baseball, our site 
devoted to keeping fantasy owners up to 
date on the latest happenings (injuries, 
trades, trends, etc.). You'll see me there 
along with our stable of other experts, Sgeass? eee PERE SE ae be 
and our goal is to help you win your Finding bargains such as Ensberg, who upped his home 
league. run total by 26 in 2005, is the key to winning your league. 


MICHAEL McNAMARA / TSN 


UPDATE 


Insights from the editors of Fantasy Source Baseball, your online 


fantasy authority: fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


SQU FFEZE! a mh Vf Another invaluable part of the game is the live scoring. Having 


up-to-the-minute feedback means you'll always know how you stack 


up against your competition. 

If salary cap games are more to your 
liking, MLB.com Ultimate Fantasy Baseball 
is for you. Invest $50 million in a roster of 
14 players and watch your team’s value 
rise if you hit on the right players. 

The best tip we can give you about this 
game comes from Mike Dubester, SPORTING 
News senior vice president, business 
development, who finished in the top 
1 percent in the game’s world rankings last 
year. He suggests finding players the rest of 
the league might overlook. 

“| made some headway early in the 
season by grabbing and holding Felipe 
Lopez and Morgan Ensberg,” Dubester 
says. “I had them before others in our 
league did, and if you catch a moderately 
priced player while he’s going well, you can 
put some space between you and the rest 
of the league.” 


ie Want to start your own league? Join us at 


fantasygames.sportingnews.com/baseball. 


Check your local newsstand for the 
Fantasy Baseball Owners Manual, or 
order at com 

or by calling 800-825-8508. 


Which of my geriatric pitchers—among 
Curt Schilling, John Smoltz and Roger Clemens—should I keep? 


—wNat Boyle, Boston 


Clemens already has one foot in the retirement home, and 
Schilling is coming off a season in which he had slightly fewer health 
issues than an elderly ice dancing couple. Your best bet is to pull 


Sometimes spring training injury reports can be a bit deceiving; fantasy 
owners must learn not to take them too seriously. For instance, flulike 
symptoms can be code for hangover from late-night partying. Or arm 

tightness means pitcher doesn't feel like throwing routine bullpen sessions. 
Owners do want to track players coming back from legitimate injuries. 
The biggies: 


‘ He was American League Player of 
the Month last April. We can only hope he plays this April. The 
as Orioles say he will return from elbow surgery close to 
5 2 opening day. That could happen. What won't happen 
is a repeat of his amazing success in 2005. 

Scott Rolen, 3B, Cardinals. He’s still in his prime 
and reportedly has been rehabbing like a madman. The 
Cardinals might be cautious with him because he is 
coming off surgery on his left shoulder, but all signs 
point to a solid bounce-back season. 

* Carl Pavano, SP, Yankees. Pavano was limited to 
17 starts last season because of a bum shoulder. He 

didn’t make it on the field to start spring training this 
season because of a bad back. Don’t expect much 
from him. —Brendan Roberts 


JAY DROWNS / TSN 


Smoltz away from bingo/shuffleboard every fifth day. —Chris Bahr 
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( Before anyone can throw Monday Night Tony 


under the bus, he'll do it himself. 


Pardon the self-deprecation 


he question to Tony Kornheiser was, 
“Tony, lunch?” 

“I can’t,” he said. 

“Come on.” 

“I can’t. | have two children.” 

As to why being the father of two children 
would prevent him from going to lunch with 
The Washington Post colleagues John Feinstein 
and Sally Jenkins, Kornheiser explained that 
he was writing. And if he didn’t write well, he’d 
be fired. If fired, he couldn’t get 
another job. Without a job, he, 
his wife, their two children and 
the lovable dog, Maggie, would 
be living on a grate. 

The man is brilliant. Writing 
humor columns, he has been a 
finalist for a Pulitzer Prize. In 
sports, he could write any 
column any way better than 
anybody else could write it. 

But a minute for lunch? 

He dare not, lest catastrophe 
ensue. 

This is aman who shops at 
Neuroses “I” Us, mainly in the 
Failure Is Imminent section. His 
failures have been so numerous 
for so long that he is a 
millionaire, a national radio and 
television star, the most famous 
journalist from The Washington Post this side of 
Bob Woodward and will be Monday Night 
Football's smartest, freshest, funniest third 
man in the booth since ... 

Ever. 

Listen to Kornheiser’s recital of how the 
deal went down. An ESPN honcho says, 
“Monday Night is ours now, and we think 
you'd be great on the show. Do you want the 
job?” 

Tony says, “No. Get out. Leave me alone. 
You're ruining my life. I have a terrible 
problem. I live like a barn animal. I go to bed at 
9:30 and get up at 5. I can’t stay awake for a 
Monday Night game.” 

“Oh, Tony.” 

“No, no, NO! No is the final answer.” 


| 


RICHARD GREENHOUSE / ESPN 


That would be the final answer from a man 
clinically nuts. In Kornheiser’s case, such an 
answer was possible. But Tony’s real final 
answer was like, “Yessss! Absolutely! What, 
you think I’m nuts?!” 

After which he leaped into the air, did a 
triple axel while singing a Tommy James & the 
Shondells tune and recited the exclamation 
from Howard Cosell, who had long admired 
Kornheiser the writer but said of Mr. Tony’s 


~~ eed 


Wilbon thinks Kornheiser, unsightly mug and all, will be pretty darn good at 
this Monday Night Football gig. 


naked lust for television celebrity, “What is the 
problem with Tony Kornheiser? Doesn’t he 
know he is unsightly? Doesn’t the man own a 
mirror?” 

Hah on you, Howard. 

*Cause Tony is now you. 

In his Pardon the Interruption television 
show dressing room a mile from the White 
House, Kornheiser explained his decision to 
throw himself into the Monday Night third 
chair that has turned so many egomaniacs into 
videots: “If the president offers the Secretary 
of Defense job, you don’t say no. You don’t say 
no to Monday Night Football, either. This is not 
like being offered postmaster general.” 

Still, he has never worked in a booth and 
has never had to be all-knowing and funny in 


15-second hiccups between Mike Tirico’s 
play-by-play and analyst Joe Theismann’s 
filibusters. Good God, he may have to learn 
players’ names, though he has a plan in case it 
turns out that there are a lot of players. “I can 
say, ‘Number 28 has gotta make that play, 
don’t you think, Joe?’ Can’t I?” 

His tone, a whine. 

He wants listeners to believe he knows 
nothing. He knows everything. Or he will learn 

it in the next 5 minutes. To 
quote his P7/ partner, 
Michael Wilbon, “Tony's too 
competitive to not be 
damned good at this.” 

The competitor keeps 
framed a 30-year-old column 
he wrote for The New York 
Times, proof certain in his 
mind that he could have been 
that newspaper’s columnist. 
In his briefcase is a letter that 
he says identifies him as “the 
most difficult talent to deal 
with in ESPN history.” Cosell, 
who invented ferociously 
competitive self-absorption, 
would be proud of his boy 
without a mirror. 

Cosell made Monday Night 
work by being showman, 
reporter and storyteller. Of his successors, 
none knew what a story was—until now. 
Kornheiser is the first ink-stained journalist in 
Cosell’s chair. That, he loves: “A sportswriter! 
On Monday Night Football.” 

Still, quivering, Kornheiser wants the bar of 
expectation lowered to within reach of 
crawling insects. “I'm going to be smelly,” he 
says. “I’m thinking I won't say a word for four 
games, cash the checks, get fired.” 

Look, he'll be fabulous. 

Dave, don’t do that to me. 

OK, maybe he’ll just be great. 

You're killing me. 

For sure, he'll be pretty much average for an 
old, fat, bald guy up past his bedtime. 

Thank you, and my two children thank you. TSN 


ee ae | 
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Great gas mileage (24 city/29 hwy mpg”). And an Intelligent Four-Wheel Drive System.) ESCAPE 
There’s a reason it’s called the Escape. fordvehicles.com. 
Built for the road ahead. 


*EPA estimated, 2.3L 14 FWD/5-speed manual transmission. ‘Available 


